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AMRA Journal 


EDITORIAL 


By the time you read this, another exhibition 
has come and gone. No doubt it was successful 


in that it - 

] introduced facets of the hobby to members of 
the public interested enough to attend; 

2 provided a forum for modellers to witness the 
efforts of others and compare them with 
their own; a 

3 provided a -public relations exercise for 
our hobby, and 

4 made a profit for the organisers, or, at 


worst, only a minimal loss. 

The letter in Pop Valve giving membership 
statistics makes reference to membership gains 
and losses. I wonder if any of the Branch Commit- 
tees would care to publish any conclusions they 
might have as to the reasons - assuming that they 
have taken the time to enquire, particularly about 
membership losses. I am told that some State 
Branches try to contact non-renewing members. 

Another letter, not yet published, regarding 
our Constitution, has been forwarded to Federal 
Committee for their comment so that both can be 
published together. 

It was nice to read the remarks commending 
the last issue of Journal from a technical pro- 
duction side. It makes the job of production 
seem a little more worthwhile. 


All I need now are some more articles, photos, 


etc, to keep the following pages filled. 
Rex Little 
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The Branch terminus on the NSW Branch N gauge 
layout, normally available for use by members 
at layout operating meetings. 


Photo by Jack Parker 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


As announced in Journal 164, there are four 
old and two new faces on the Federal COM. lie 
was disappointing that more members did not exer- 
cise their right to vote. 

Under Clause 6c of the Constitution the Fed- 
eral COM decided to co-opt Colin Steele to assist 
in deliberations. 

Hopefully, this revamped committee will be 
able to arrive at new ideas within the financial 
scope of the Association, and with a new Registrar 
delays will now be overcome. 

Contrary to opinions expressed by certain 
members, the COM does not have a magic wand which 
they can wave to produce ideas and expensive pro- 
grams out of the air. The COM has found there 
1s not shortage of criticism from the same source, 
but very few constructive suggestions which are 
within our scope. 

Regretably, the letters being written do 
not encourage interested members to participate 
in the various voluntary and time consuming pos- 
itions to be filled to keep this Association 
viable. 

It is pleasing to see the support being given 
to Journal by members who are submitting construc- 
tion and prototype articles. Occasionally, Jour- 
nal reprints articles from overseas publications 
for information, which is an asset, as these art- 
icles would not otherwise be available. 

Hopefully, this Association can now concen- 
trate on the hobby of model railways for which 
it is intended, rather than being bogged down 
with lengthy letters expressing personal criticism. 

In conclusion, my personal thanks to. the 
retiring members of the COM for their support 
and efforts in their allotted tasks. 

Keith Wilcox 


THE SECRETARY'S DESK 


The ballot for the 1985 Federal Committee of 
Management has come and gone, accompanied by one 
petition and assorted letters of protest from 
members of the West Australian Branch. 

Apart from casting aspersions on the nominees 
from NSW, there were allegations of unconstitution- 
al conduct of the ballot, basically on the follow- 
ing grounds: 


a The ballot was not carried out in the time 
schedule allowed. 

b The nominees should not have been grouped on 
the ballot paper, i.e. nominees from WA 


Branch shown as Group A, nominees from NSW 
Branch shown as Group B. 

With respect to (a), it should be remembered 
that members of the WA Branch have been the only 
members to complain of AMRA funds being wasted 
on postage, and that from these complainants came 
the suggestion (if that term is strong enough) 
that more use should be made of Journal as a means 
of distributing information, ballot papers, etc. 

This suggestion having been accepted by the 
Federal COM, the distribution of ballot papers 
on this occasion was NOT a precedent setting event, 
but the third time that Journal has been used 
for this purpose, as it will continue to be used 
in the future, with the attendant conservation 
of funds as requested by our WA members. 

As regards (b) above, a ballot of the member- 
ship was held last year, with regard to interstate 
participation in the Federal COM. The results 
of this ballot indicated that the membership was 


THE FEDERAL SCENE — 


not in favour of interstate participation in Fed- 
eral COM, if it would require an increase in mem- 
bership fees to cover any costs involved. As 
no one has yet been able to solve the problem 
of getting interstate members to a Federal COM 


_mMeeting without cost to the membership, the nom- 
inees for this ballot were grouped by State to 
comply with the wishes of the membership. As 


our Constitution does not specifically state that 
nominees must or must not be grouped in any manner, 
the Federal COM's compliance with the wishes of 
the membership, as demonstrated by ballot, can 
hardly be construed as an 'unconstitutional' act. 

The protests were received by, or redirected 
to, the Returning Officer, who, after consider- 
ation of their content, had no hesitation in re- 
jecting all protests and declaring the ballot 
to be valid. The Returning Officer further de- 
clared the nominees in Group B to be the elected 
Federal Committee of Management for 1985. 

The first meeting of this Committee was held 
at Strathfield, NSW, on 1 February 1985, and the 
officers for 1985 are as follows: 


President Keith Wilcox 
Vice President Bryan Tyson 
Secretary Phil Kelly 
Treasurer Ken Edwards 
Registrar Norm Read 


Committeeman and PRO Bob Wardrop 

Following the resignation of Tim _ Dunlop, 
due to an increased and heavy personal workload, 
Roger Lloyd has accepted the responsibilities 
of Managing Editor of Journal. 

Rex Little continues as Journal Editor. 

Just a reminder that the closing date for 
information for inclusion in Journal is the 15th 
of the even month. 

The President extends his thanks to all those 
who helped in various ways in 1984, 

The Federal COM trusts that it will have 
the full co-operation of the membership in 1985. 
Model Railways are what we are about, not politics, 


not empire building, just Model Railways. 
Phil Kelly 
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FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


I have had a request from a member for a 
copy of the North American HO Diesel Survey due 
to his copy being hard to read because of the 
‘offset’. If any other member would like another 
copy, please drop me a line. 

Members may have noticed the address labels 
on their envelopes for the last issue. The Fed- 
eral Committee has now computerised the membership 
list and will enable us to maintain more accurate 
and up to date records. I would like to thank 
Norm and the COM for their efforts. 

I received an interesting letter from a member 
and I would like to quote two paragraphs. 

"I think the Association has to be extremely 
careful not to ignore the needs of any member, 
irrespective of what scale/gauge/ratio/prototype 
he models/collects/is interested in. 

Perhaps you should solicit ‘items directly 
from correspondents, i.e. you know that Joe Bloggs 


1s into the Tibetan Mountain Railways, can you, 
or another member of the team, spare the time 
to write and ask for an article or two. it’s 
generally known as a bit of arm twisting!!!" 

Well, now for the arm twisting! Some of 


the drawings we receive are photocopies and are 
not ideal for printing. Do we have any members 


on 
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willing to redraw or trace these drawings? Any 
volunteer may specify as little as one article 
per year, but we do need a commitment. 

In line with the suggestion above, may be 
Paul Kehoe can submit an article on EM gauge in 


Australia. Why not an EM column similar to the 
Sn34? There are EM modellers in the east (in- 
cluding Journal correspondent '‘Angstrom') who 


may be able to add to the column. I am not a 
very good arm twister, and I may need help from 
the Branch Sub-Editors in tracking down others 
willing to write. 

A letter has been received from Ted Thoday con- 
cerning the recent Federal Committee ballot. 
This letter has been forwarded to the Federal 
Secretary for consideration and reply. 

It is requested that any letters dealing with 
Federal matters be sent to the Federal Secretary, 
as well as the Editor, so that the letter and 
reply can be printed in the same issue. 


Roger Lloyd 
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CLASSIC QR RAIL MOTORS 


by Steve Malone 


Recently I came across some more information 
on QR's Rabbit Rail Motor which was featured in 
the last Journal. It came from an interesting 
article by John Knowles in a Sunshine Express. 

Around 1935, freezing works were set up at 
Texas and Yelarbon to process rabbit meat. The 
QR was asked to provide fast transport for carcass- 
es to be collected between Dirranbandi and Goondi- 
windi to the Yelarbon works, and agreed to provide 
a rail motor suitably modified, on which freezer 
employees would travel to load carcasses and grade 
them en route. The rail motor would stop as 
necessary between towns to take on rabbits. 

Late in 1935, RM 38 was converted for this 
use and a four-wheel trailer - P5 as well. The 
bodies were painted ‘Battleship Grey’ and the 
undergear black. However, early in 1936, rabbits 
were in short supply due to the drought and the 
high price of skins., As it turned out, the need 
for a Rabbit Motor never eventuated and RM 38 
never carried a single rabbit. 

The RM 38 laid about for years, the trailer 
was scrapped, and the Rabbit Motor was offered 
to other divisions for use as a goods motor, but 
this was never taken up. It was considered not 
feasible to reconvert RM 38 to normal, and the 
unit was used for spare parts. 

In this issue we take a look at another unusual 
type - RM 40. The use of two four-wheel bogies 
is of interest, I suppose necessary under such 
a long body. The way the motor pokes out the 
front is quite interesting and the bogie set up 
would make powering a model easier. 

Our thanks to K McDonald who drew the plan 
- borrowed from A Robinson's collection. 
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SN32 IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA By Graham Watson 
WAGR Z CLASS LOCO | 


This project began when we realised 
the Mainline model of the Drewry 03 diesel 0-6-0 
loco in OO scale possessed a chassis which had 
the correct axle spacing, wheel diameter and jack- 
shaft for a WAGR Z class diesel mechanical loco. 
Simon Mead was inspired, cajoled and brow beaten 
into building a body to fit upon this chassis 
after he made the comment that it would easier 
to scratchbuild a new body than kit-bash the orig- 
inal body. Whether it was eventually easier 
is open to debate, but the result is, we believe, 
a far better representation of the prototype than 
a kit bashing exercise could produce. 

The body of the Z class is a combination 
of polyester castings, styrene sheet and detail 
items. Simon constructed patterns from styrene 
for the intricate parts which are duplicated on 
the loco. Hence, cast in fibreglass resin from 
Silicon rubber moulds were the front and end 
grills, cab front and rear, and hood sides. 
The cab front and rear were cast in clear casting 
resin, so to simulate the glass in the windows, 
all was painted, except the windows. The foot- 
plate, cab sides and roof, and buffer beams were 
constructed from various thicknesses of styrene 
sheet, while the hood roofs were filed to shape 
from several layers of styrene laminated together. 

The chassis needed a couple of modifications 
to allow the body to set at the correct height. 
Firstly, 2 mm was milled off the metal block and 
a similar amount was cut off the nylon motor hous- 
ing, neither operation affecting the performance 
of the loco. Also the guard irons and Mainline 


Illustrated here are all the 
parts which make up the body 
of the loco. The dark pieces 
plus the nose grills are 
cast, while the cab- sides 
and footplate are from styrene 
sheet. 


that 
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MODELLING IN Sn372 


By comparing the 
with the unmodified, 
the chassis and motor 
off. Also 
are the extensions to the chassis at the lower 
front and rear, as mentioned in the text. 


left 
it can be seen how much of 
housing has to be taken 
illustrated on the modified chassis 


modified chassis on the 
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couplers were taken off and the chassis extended 
in this area. The body is held on to the chassis 
by the bolts which hold the Kadee couplers in 
place. It was found necessary to rigidly mount 
the Kadees, but this does not seem to greatly 
affect their performance, even on 2'3" curves. 


Z 1152 at work on the Bindiup 
layout, hauling a very short 
train northwards toward Bindi- 
up Station, 
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Simon fabricated and turned up various detail 
items, including handrails, steps, horn, petrol 
pump exhaust pipe, vacuum pipes, battery boxes 
and completed it with etched brass number plates. 

The model was painted with Humbrol paints, 
No 76 green being used for the body. The nose 
is white, while the grille and buffer beams are 
red. The chassis is painted black, while the 
side rods and jackshafts are painted red. 


The loco class letter and number, on the 
buffer beams, were individually applied M'nJ 
decals. 


The number applied to Simon's Z class is 
1152 which is now owned by the Hotham Valley Tour- 
ist Railway, and is housed at their Dwellingup 
depot. The other two members of the class, which 
was, incidently, the first class of diesel loco- 


motive introduced by the WAGR back in 1953, one 
also preserved - Z 1151 is now owned by Steam 
Town, Peterborough in SA, while 1153 is now owned 
by the Golden Mile Loop Line Railway Preservation 
Society in Kalgoolie. 

Simon entered this loco in the WA Branch's 
1984 Railway Modelling Competition where it won 
the trophies for the best Scratchbuilt Loco and 
the Best West Australian Model which demonstrates 
the very high standard of modelling applied to 
this model by Simon Mead. 

A photo of Simon Mead's Z class appeared 
on page 155 of the November/December 1984 Journal, 
and a further photo should appear in Journal with 
the WA Branch Competition photos. Also, this 
Z class appeared in the photo of 'York' layout 
on page 21 of the February 1985 issue of AMRM. 
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Sn33_ IN QUEENSLAND 


1208 BACK ON THE TRACKS 


by Paul Scrivens 


When I first began modelling in Sn33, I was 
encouraged to scratchbuild a loco as well as some 
of the wagons I was building at the time. It 
was suggested that I build a DH loco because it 
is said to be easiest of the QR locos to assemble. 
I decided against this, however, in favour of 
making a main line loco. 

My decision on which type of diesel loco 
to build was ended when it was made known to me 
that loco number 1208, from the 1200 class, had 
finally been retired due to operational problems 
occurring with the engine. From that point it 
has taken 33 months for me to complete the model- 
ling of the loco, which I regard as my favourite 
running loco. 


The mech used for 1208 is an Airfix AIA-AIA 


chassis, adjusted to suit the length of the 1208 
in Sn33. The body of the loco was made in three 
parts —- nose, sides and end. The nose and cab 


of the loco is a piece of 40 thou (1 mm) sheet 
Styrene which was heated and vacuum formed over 
a wooden block of the right shape. This method 
waS pioneered in the Queensland Branch by Jim 
Fainges. The remaining sections of the loco 
exterior (sides and roof) were formed with one 
piece of 20 thou (4 mm) styrene sheet which was 
taped to a piece of wood of correct shape and 
dropped into the boiling water in the urn at the 
Clubrooms, making sure to drain the urn afterwards. 
This method of styrene forming was described in 
Journal No 150 in an article by Mr Blodkin. 


At this stage, the nose and side pieces were 
marked out, excess trimmed and side windows cut 
out. To strengthen, support and fix the sides 
and nose together, two strips of 3 mm _ perspex 
were super-glued on the inside of the flat areas 
of the sides and nose, thus making the previously 
flimsy arrangement much more solid. The rear 
end of the loco is also made of 3 mm _ perspex, 
but is not lined with any styrene and this was 
glued to the sides from the inside. Two extra 
perspex partitions were added in the middle and 
front to add strength to. the whole unit. The 
roof was attached to the top of the nose section 
with 20 thou styrene bent to the required shape 
and other joins and gaps filled in with Plasti 
Bond. 

The headlight was turned from brass on the 
Club lathe which was painted silver internally 
and a grain of wheat lamp fitted in with Araldite. 
This assembly was plasti bonded into position. 
The front cab windows were then cut out and the 
windscreen and sunvisor put into place. Following 
this, all four doors were marked out on the roof, 
which consisted of two layers of 10 thou styrene 


sheet, added. Next the finer details of the 
loco, including ventilation shafts. and ducts, 
horns, handrails, ladder,. marker lights (dummies 


for both front and rear), buffers and Kadee No 16 
couplings fitted. The ladder and handrails were 
then carefully removed temporarily so that the 
loco could be painted in the Queensland Railway 
colour scheme. | 

Fortunately the loco was completed just in 
time for the AMRA 1984 May Exhibition where it 
operated very well on Neil Johnman's QR Sn34 lay- 
out. There were many requests to see it work 
on the ll-car Sunlander. 


DETAILS OF LOCO ASSEMBLY 


Vacuum Formed Nose 


7 Strengthening 
Patitions 


Heat formed rear section 


3mm Perspex side 
stiffeners 
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Recently the QR announced that 1208 would 
live again after much rebuilding and with a new 
number - No 1225, It now is a 'Hood' unit from 
the cab back, presumably to allow running in re- 
verse, I one day hope to have a working model 
of this ‘new’ loco and be able to say I have a 
model of 1208 before and after its rebuilding 


by QR. 
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Paul Scrivens' Sn34 QR 1200 
class loco No 1208 is seen 
here in operation at the 
last Queensland Branch Exhi- 
bition, 


bas 
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THEY DON'T RUN TRIPS LIKE THAT ANY MORE 


by Ern Raddatz 


One of the earliest railway excursions was 
from London to Cornwall to enable the tourists 
to watch the public executions at Bodmin Jail. 
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SONEEEEAAEEREREEAAEANAAERA OREN ORNR ORES SESE ES EEAEERCEHEEINIENS 
THE QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS KIT BASHES 1208 — NOW 1225 


In 1984 the Queensland Railways decided to 
keep one of their 1200 class locos in operation 
due to the present loco shortage. The 1200 class 
is the only wide body loco type the QR has and 
the main 


operating problem occurs’ when running 
in reverse or when shunting. 
The Redbank Railway Workshops had caught 


up on the backlog of loco overhauls, and time 


and space was available for a bit of experimenting. 
eventually No 1208 was 


Some trials were done and 


‘kit bashed’ to sort of resemble a 
English Electric loco which has the wide 
cab/nose set up with the narrow rear set up. 
As you can see by the photos, the new loco looks 
quite interesting and unusual. It seems just 
the sides behind the cab have been pushed in. 

are a mixture of EE 


taken in a 
1205 


The doors along the sides 
and Clyde GM types. 
1208 originally entered service in 1953, 


and now has been renumbered 1225. 


Rear and right side 


Rear Rear and left side 
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Front right side 


Front left side 
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Views of the front left of 1225 
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QUEENSLAND PROTOTYPE 


by Chris Malone 


In part three of this series, I will move 
away from the branch lines and shunt trains to 
the North Coast Line freight trains. 


PART 3 : NORTH COAST LINE FREIGHTS 
Townsville/Cairns Express Freights 


These are big trains, usually double-headed 
and some of the longest freight trains operated 
in Queensland. One of these freight trains (6247) 
carries a guards van in the centre so the train 
can quickly divide at Rockhampton, the rear portion 
heading out west. Typical length - 35-40 bogie 
wagons. 


Rockhampton/Maryborough Freights 


More modestly sized (around 20 bogie wagons), 
Single headed trains, but often up to another 
two dead locomotives going to or from Redbank 
workshops or for transfer. 


Consists 


Express freights usually are made up of three 
basic types of wagons - container flats (e.g. BRM) 
louvred goods wagons (e.g. QLX) smoothside goods 
wagons (e.g. CO). Other wagons included in these 
types are the CLO louvre van, BR, PYC, etc, con- 
tainer wagons and possibly a BLC louvred van. 


RAILWAY MODELLING 


BLCs are being used less as they are either being 
written off or converted. Many are seen as sheds 
on farms, etc. On these trains, usually a steel 
guards van is used, a TGV or similar. 


Freights from Rockhampton often vary in con- 
Sist with cattle, coal, four-wheel open and goods 
wagons. Often many rare and varied types turn 
up on these. Guards vans are also more varied, 
often some used date from the 1890s. Some trains 
from Rocky, in particular 6200, convey locos south, 
so it is not uncommon to see two diesels leading 
with a further one towards the end. On one oc- 
casion, one of these freights had four diesels - 
two operating 1270s at the front and two dead 
2100s at the back. These trains can be vary 
colourful and interesting to model. 

Goods trains in the Mackay district carry 
a large amount of mollases wagons on freights - 
usually the slower ones. 


Locomotives 


The major freight trains usually use 90 ton 
diesels - 1270, 1300, 1550, 1502, 1460 and 2400 
and sightings of these are common. Other 90 
tonners like 1400s, 1450s and 1250s, etc, usually 
run slower and shorter goods trains. On occasion, 
double 1720s are used, as well as 1600s and 1620s 
returning to their native central division. Oo 
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“DOWN THE DRAIN” 


OR MODELLING LONDON’S KINGS CROSS 


Perhaps the ideal prototype for a UK branch 
line terminus layout is the ex Great Northern 
Railways Kings Cross Station. Yes, I do realise 
it is not really a branch as the other end of 
line being nearly 400 miles away at Edinburgh, 
with some trains going even further north to Aber- 
deen and Inverness as well. 

But it does pose as the ultimate for the 
traditional branch line terminus feeding off to 
a fiddle yard through a tunnel. Of course, for 
branch line fans it is not GWR, but that cannot 
be helped, even though Castle class 4-6-0 loco- 
motives were to be seen there in 1925 and 1948 
for the ‘locomotive exchanges’. 

Glancing at the plan, one can see plenty 
of scope for the modeller in the type and ways 
the trains may be run on the layout. 

Because of the absence of runarounds at the 
platform ends, incoming locos were held at the 
platform ends until departure of the stock or 


branch terminus for a return loop between the 
York Road platform and Platform 14 may be used 
to represent the Moorgate and City widened lines, 
otherwise known by the locals as 'The Drain’. 

The fairly steep incline out of the ‘drain' 
at platform 14 often resulted in locomotives stall- 
ing and requiring a pilot to get underway again. 

Upto the mid 1970s Kings Cross has always 
seen a wide and interesting selection of trains 
and motive power; as an example, a_ selection 
of the period 1950-1963 is shown. Incidently, 
1963 was the last year of regular steam into Kings 
Cross, although 4472 Flying Scotsman still appeared 
until the steam bar of 1969, thanks to the fore- 
sight of Alan Pegler in preserving her straight 
out of service in January 1963. 

For the period 1960-1963, one might use the 
following: 


EXPRESS AND SEMI-FAST WORKINGS 


pilots would be used if the locos were to be re- GLASS RTR KIT 
leased earlier for servicing in the loco yard. ; ; 
6 y A4 4-6-2 Hornby/Wrenn/Trix Wills 
For the locomotives to reach the loco yard ; 
. é A3 4-6-2 Hornby/Trix Wills/Jidenco 
involves some interesting movements down into | 
| nae A2 4-6-2 Trix NuCast/DJH/Wills 
the tunnels and back and forth to gain a position Y 4-6-2 DJH 
in the yard; try a few examples yourself on the . , 
7MT Britannia Hornby/Trix DJH 
plan (before the remodelling of 1977 of course). 
Class 
In earlier days the yard boasted a large turntable 4-6-2 
and some engin - —e 
_ some gine movements were to the large loco Bl 4-6-0 Meadatine Maat Guaw 
motive depot of Kings Cross 34A whose entries V2 2-6-2 _ — 
lay between the two tunnels. ss s 
Round y—Round fans need not dismiss. this aD eae oares me 
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55 Co-Co 


Lima - 

31 AlA-Al1A Hornby/Air Fix ~ 

24  Bo-Bo Hornby conv Craftsman 

21 Bo-Bo Hornby conv Craftsman 

26  Bo-Bo Lima conv Craftsman 

23 ~Bo-Bo Al models also 
see Montywells 
article in Rail- 
way Modeller 

LOCALS _AND_ECS 

CLASS RTR KIT 

bl 2-6-4T ~ Craftsman 

N2 O-6-2T Wrenn/Mainline - 

Cravens 2-car ~ MTK 

DMU 


and classes 21/23/24/26/31 as above 

Other types to make visits into Kings Cross 
were Kl and K3 2-6-0 on extra holiday trains in 
the summer timetable and class 15 and 20 Bo-Bo 
diesels appeared for a while on local and ECS 
duties. 

Early diesel prototypes Deltic, DP2, Falcon 
- and Lion were regulars and provide some colourful 
liveries. 

Coaching stock for the layout for the main- 
line, semi-frosts and sleepers would be a mix 
of BR Mark ones and Gresley and Thompson stock 
from the LNER, mostly in maroon by now though. 
Local trains were Gresley ‘Quad Arts' articulated 
four-coach sets and BR 60' standard designs and 
the Cravens multiple units. The BR non-corridor 
stock was still in use on locals up to 1974/75, 

During 1963 there were three Pullman trains 
out of Kings Cross - 'The Yorkshire Pullman' to 
Bradford/Harrogate and Leeds, 'The Tees-Tyne Pull- 
man’ to Newcastle and 'The Master Cutter' to Shef- 
field after its transfer in 1960 from the Maryle- 
bone line, 

A considerable amount of parcels and news- 
paper traffic was handled in the bays adjacent 
to platform 15, mainly after dark though, so there 
lies a good reason to illuminate your layout for 
the extra traffic and atmosphere. 

Although the plans only show the recent era 
after 1963, there used to be a turntable before 
this with plenty of locomotives being kept onside 
of the tunnels for platform and viewing, even 


in the middle of the night there was always some 
mad fool of a train spotter at the end of plat- 
form 8 with his notebook close to hand. 

Surely if a single track branch line terminus 
can boast a single track engine shed bulging with 
Panniers and Prairies, just think what could be 
accomplished here! 


scenery and buildings for the layout are 
interesting, with no trees to be built, instead 
plenty of signals controlled by the magnificent 


Original signal box situated in the centre of 
the layout at the ends of platforms 4 and 5 provid- 
ing a nice feature. 

The two main arches and platform canopies 
in the suburban station would provide a good fore- 
ground for the backscene, showing the famous gas 
holders and the neighbouring Midland Terminus- 
St Pancras. The gas holders are to my mind best 
looking in their peak load condition with the 
holders depressed and the frames exposed, seldom 
modelled features, but very common sights through 
the UK once. 

I would estimate the layout to be about 35 
feet in length, depending on the fiddle yard 
arrangement, even so this means over 50 points 
and lots of wiring up; this could take forever 
in S4, but even in 00 some points will need to 
be handbuilt. 

Most modellers would only go as far as Gas 
Works Tunnel entries, but a few keen souls may 
include the lines up to Copenhagen Tunnels so 
that they may model the enormous freight yard 
and engine sheds, and the insane would go as far 
north as Edinburgh requiring a layout about five 
miles long in OO/EM. Perhaps the ideal scale 
for such a layout such as this should be ZZ4 in 
fine scale working to 1 micron to the foot, enabl- 
ing the whole Kings Cross to Edinburgh line to be 


modelled on a one foot ruler as a baseboard (wooden 

of course and not plastic). This must be the 

ultimate of portable layouts, although public 

and trade support for this scale is limited for 

LNER practice, but some fool is bound to produce 

a ready to run GWR castle or pannier sooner or 
later, even in a ridiculous scale as this. 

Felix 

President of the April lst Railway 

Madness Association 


HEEEHEEHEEAAAEAAAAAHAAAHAHHHEERHAAHRBRAERBHEHHHEEAEBBEHRHAHHHHHAHAHHAHAHAAAAH HH 
BOOK’ REVIEWS 


GEAR FITTING FOR THE SMALL SCALE MODELLER 
WITH NO WORKSHOP 


No ISBN number given 32 pages 
Written and Published by Mike Sharman 


210 x 140 mm 
£ i¢95 


The title really says it all! If you model 
small scale railways with small electric motors 
and gearing, this book is a must. There is no 
doubt that the vast majority of mechanisms can 
be improved with a minimum amount of work. If 
your loco runs roughly, it could well be the worm/ 


gear train, together with the motor mounting, 
plus a few other 'snarlies'. The book is very 
readable, with drawings and diagrams illustrating 
the text. 


Ted Thoday 
HHH HHH 
GLORY BY STEAM 
by Eric Treacy 
ISBN 7110 0068 9 112 pages E4695 


Tan Allan. Ltd 
Although Bishop Eric Treacy is unfortunately 


no longer with us, this bound collection of his 
Superb photographs remains with us to remind us 
of his contribution to railway photography 16 
years after it was first published back in 1969, 


when it cost your reviewer the princely sum of 
45s. or £2.25 as it was soon to become. A fine 
tribute to the late Bishop's photography that 


has become renowned over the years from pre-nation- 
alisation up to the preservation movement of recent 
years; indeed he was photographing ‘Evening Star' 
on Appleby Station when he collapsed and died. 

This particular album deals mainly with photo- 
graphs of his favourite Pacifics and 4-6-Os on 
the West and East Coast main lines in the 1940s 
and 1950s, a time when most locomotives were kept 
spick and span on the main lines. There are 
some very nice photographs taken in the roundhouse 
at Holbeck engine sheds, full of atmosphere for 
the modeller. The author gives a charming impres- 
Sion, in the Introduction, of a country station 
in Cumberland before the war, painting a wonderful 
picture of the climax of the day, the passing 
of 'The Coronation Scot', gleaming in the sunshine, 
framed momentarily in the arch of a bridge, before 
hurling itself through the station. 
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The book is printed in a large format, and 

I believe gives good value, when compared against 
comparable volumes from other publishers. 

Altogether, a collection of photographs that 
admirably captures the title of the book. 

Kevin Derrick 


HH IK HII 
SPECIAL - _LONDON'S NON-STANDARD  TRAMS 
AND TRACK : 1946 - 1952 
by Don Thompson 
ISBN 0 9505458 5 6 60 pages £2500 


Published by Sheaf Publishing 


There was still a surprising amount of variety 
in London's tram network during its last few years, 
despite the purges and amputations of the 1930s. 
Alongside large batches of standardised 'Felthams' 
and Els and virtually indistinguishable E3s and 
HR2s, there still ran a few aging experiments, 
a fleet of cosmetically rehabilitated trams and 
small groups of cars inherited from Croydon and 
East London. The hasty abandonment of the tram 
conversion program in 1940 left surprising amounts 
of iron and steel lying in the road until the 


1950s for no good reason, despite the nation's 
need for raw materials during the war. Some 
were junctions that led nowhere, others - were 
lengths of rarely used track. In other places, 
there will remained sections of track work that 
were plainly out of the ordinary. feet. 

This photo album, along with the very inform- 
ative captions, shows the 'over-the-fence' modeller 
how life really was in post-war Britain. The 
photographs show a wealth of interesting details 
and buildings; one photo shows a tram passing 
a great queuing horde of holiday-makers outside 
Waterloo Station awaiting their trains to the 
south and the west. 


In these days of cheap, fast film and fast 
shutter speeds, it is easy to overlook the patience 
and care that went into the taking of these photo- 
graphs 30 years ago. Most were taken hand-held, 
at shutter speeds between 1/25th and 1/200th of 
a second through a lens whose largest aperture 
was £5.6. | 

I can recommend this book as a source of 
inspiration for modellers looking for extra realism 
in their town and city scenes and for any tram 
or nostalgia buffs. 

Kevin Derrick 
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MORE MATCHBOX MODELS FROM THE NONNY MOUSE ARCHIVES 


Not much space this month for Nonny's listing of the '75 Range' of Matchbox models. 
Once again, 'MW' stands for 'metal wheels'. 


were listed in the last three issues of Journal. 


CAT NO YEAR ISSUED DESCRIPTION 

33 1956 Ford Zodiac MkII 
1963 Ford Zephyr 6 MkIII 
1969 Lamborghini Miura P400 
1973 Datsun 126X 
1978 Police Motorcycle 

34 1956 Volkswagen Microvan 
1963 Volkswagen Caravanette 
1967 Volkswagen Camper 
1971 Formula One Racing Car 
1976 Vantastic 

35 1956 Marshall Horse Box Mk7 
1965 Snowtrac 
1970 MerryweatherFire Engine 
1975 Fandango 

36 1956 Austin A50 
1961 Lambretta and Side Car 
1966 Opel Diplomat 
1972 Hot Rod Draguar 
1976 Formula 5000 

37 1956 Coca Cola Lorry 
1967 Cattle Truck 
1973 Soopa Coopa 
1977 Skip Truck 

38 1956 Refuse Truck 
1963 Vauxhall victor Estate 
1968 Honda M/C and Trailer 
1973 Stingaroo 
1977 Armoured Jeep 


The first 32 


COLOUR(S ) SCALE 
Green MW so1/71 
(Orange and tan in 1958) MW 

Turquoise 1/71 
(Blue in 1964) oo . 
Yellow 1/62 
(Metallic gold in 1970) | 

Yellow | «1/64 
White _ 1/45 
Turquoise MW 1/75 
Green 1/64 
Grey 1/66 
(Silver in 1971) 

Violet : 1/55 
Red 1/65 
(Yellow in 1979) 

Red and brown MW 1/118 
Red 1/65 
Red 1/86 
White 1/60 
(Red in 1978) ee 
Turquoise Fa ee 
(Light blue in 1958) MW 

Metallic Green 1/41 
Metallic Green 1/71 
(Metallic gold in 1967) 

Metallic Gold 1/63 
Red 1/58 
Yellow MW 1/89 
Yellow and Grey 1/86 
Blue 1/60. 
(Purle in 1976) . as 
Red and Yellow 1/64 
Grey , MW 1/87 
Yellow ij 7) 
Red and Green 1/41: , 
(Light blue and yellow in 1969) -_ 
Lilac 1/50 
Green - 1/87 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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MORE OR LESS AN EXERCISE IN NOSTALGIA 


by R T Blodkin 
Photos by Steve Malone 


I've pondered over how this little article 
could be somewhat different to the great many 
that have gone before, but - not being a raging 
genius - you, the reader, probably will not notice 
anything earth shattering! Oh, well - I tried! 

At about the 31 mile peg on the QGR main 
line to the north is a station serving the town 
of Caboolture. It is quite an important place, 
being the administrative centre of its own Shire, 
and, withall, a nice place. This being so, the 
Station is fairly important too. It is also 
the junction for a single track branch that wander- 
ed up into the hilly hinterland to Kilcoy. 
'Wandered' is in the past tense, because it doesn't 
any more. It has been severely amputated, only 
reaching Wamuran. Nevertheless this truncated 
track contributes a fair traffic to the system. 
A substantial amount of fruit and produce is for- 
warded and the line serves quarries from which 
QGR derives quantities of track ballast. For 
many years the double track from Brisbane has 
extended to a little north of the station. Even 
so, ‘there has only been the single platform on 
the western side of the line. 


For a large number of years, the population 
of Brisbane, as with many other cities, has been 
expanding, not only in numbers, but in space oc- 
cupied. One result is the establishment of satel- 
lite dormitories. The choice of quite a number 
of Brisbanites is to commute in along the northern 
main line. A string of developments has followed, 
and to serve these with efficiency, the electric 
suburban service is being extended to Caboolture. 

To accommodate the new trains, and enhance 
service, the station is to be modified more than 
somewhat. It is to be so rebuilt that little, 
if any of the present station will be left. 
One of the many items that will disappear is the 
subject of the next few sentences. 

No doubt, as a result of the need to service 
the branch motive power in the halcyon pre-diesel 
days, a turntable was installed in the yard. 
On one of the spurs radiating from it was created 
a small loco shed, just big enough to hold an 
average sized QGR engine. It is an attractive 
subject for a model. 
one afternoon with pencil, paper, measuring tape 
and camera, intent on gathering the information 
necessary for making a miniature replica. 

I don't want to give a 'blow-by-blow' account 
of how it was done. The regular and conventional 
modelling methods known by most would fit the 
Situation admirably. 

The little engine shed is no specimen of 
architectural erudition, being built in a fashion 
typical of many thousands of its contemporaries. 
It has a timber frame and is covered with the 
good old standard skin of corrugated iron. Paint- 
ed cream on sides with red roof, the ravages of 
time and weather have punished the colours to 
a greyish off-white and a dirty pink steaked with 
rust. The base galvanised metal shows through 
in peeling patches. Age is also showing a little 
in that the uprights appear to be slightly off 
vertical and some portions of wood mouldings are 
hot as securely fastened as should be. 

Its main frame is in five bays with basic 
members of 4 x 44" hardwood. Most of the rest 
is 4 x 3" stuff with a smattering of smaller sizes. 
The sketches show the general arrangement. 

The. vent is over the three centre bays and 


So I toddled off there - 


is nothing sophisticated in design, only a flat 
cover over the central slot. 

The northern end has an iron faced portal, 
but not so the southern. No doors are provided. 
There is a concrete lined pit between the rails 
with steps at both ends. (This would be optional 
in a model as many examples of country depots 
have their pits outside.) 

It has never been painted inside so it is 
generally of various shades of grey darkening 
upwards to sooty on the roof. Of course, every- 
where is very dusty. Also inside there are the 
remains of what might have been tool cupboards 
now sadly disintegrating. Such internal furnish- 
ings would be entirely the choice of the modeller. 

The shed has not smelt the gentle reek of 
locomotive coal for many years, of course, and 
at the last visit was host only to a PW pump trol- 
ley. In fact, the PW department seems to have 
taken over the place. Rail base plates are stack- 
ed against the wall as are bags of rail spikes 
(some so old that the hessian has rotted away). 
Add to these a liberal sprinkling of 44 gallon 
kero drums, mostly red, a few off check rails 
and crossing parts. 


No other loco orientated buildings are nearby, 
apart from the turntable already mentioned. 
A couple of huts stress the PW presence. 

The track does not project at the rear, nor 
is there a stop block or sign of one ever having 
been there. 

This, 
loco shed. 


then, sets the scene of Caboolture 


HHH KHHRKKHE 


The writer's list of materials for building 
is simple. The timber frame is assembled from 
balsa and slit-up (or should it be slit-down?) 
Cafe-Bar stirrers. The iron is represented by 
rolled grooved foil. It is necessary to back 


this with stiff paper so the interior is not 
Strictly of correct appearance. The ground, 
including the interior, is of polyfilla tinted 


with tube water colours added. The pit is of 
Styrene suitably painted. As for all the ‘'gub- 
bins' laying around - almost anything can be doc- 
tored up to represent almost anything! 


HHH HHHHH 


Since writing the above, it must be said 
that all present tenses must be altered to past 
tenses. The metamorphosis of Caboolture Station 
has commenced, with a vengence. The loco shed 
has become history. Seems I got there just in 


time. Could have missed out entirely. 
This brings up the point that modellers and 
enthusiasts should always be on the watch for 


any items worth studying, even though it is not 
wanted at that particular time as a subject. What 
is there today may not be there still when next 
you pass by. Or, alternatively, you may recall 
an item and would like to obtain details only 
to discover that photos and measurements are no 
longer available - it's gone. "Here today, gone 
tomorrow". "Strike while the iron's hot". There 
are many old sayings to suit such a situation. 
The rapidly changing world that is around us now 
has no place for a nostalgic modeller who is dis- 
mayed when his chosen subject has departed without 
due commemoration. "Stiff bikkies, chum!" You 
should have done something about it while you 
had the chance. 
Even if it 
use to yourself, 


is not going to be of special 
it may be of use to friends or 
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club members. It would be nice to say "I've a 
got a drawing/photo of that" when something is Cad 
mentioned instead of saying "Yes, it was aiece. J-4.B. Noy 16. 1O8+. Y 
wasn't: it”, Not only nice, but the means of 
helping others of similar enthusiasms. 

So, to you, dear reader, it is urged that, 
as well as being a modeller, you become a part- 
time railway historian and help record while 
it's still there to be recorded. Tomorrow is 
another day for me (I hope!), but Caboolture loco 
shed has no tomorrow. 
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1 
on | : 7 QGR Caboolture loco. shed - 
ae October 1984, General view 


of site, including turntable. 
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North east aspect. 


Next page - north west aspect. 


Next page - west aspect. 
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Lets get to the point-or-pinpoint your rolling problems. 


by Colin Zeff 


Reprinted from New Zealand Model Railway Journal 
No 221 : February 1984 


Like many modellers, I have many items of 
rolling stock fitted with Jackson or Nucro wheels. 
These are good wheelsets, but the axles have round- 
ed ends. Most of mine run in Peco bearing cups, 
but they do not run nearly as well as newer rolling 
stock fitted with the pinpoint bearings and pointed 
axles introduced to this country by Railmaster 
and North Yard. 

Now that the brass bearings are available 
separately, I decided that the older stock had 
to be converted —- but how? 

After a few miserable attempts at pinpointing 
axles in my small lathe using a conventional cut- 
ting tool and assorted swear words I decided that 
another approach was required. The problem is 
that with such a small axle, the fine point rides 
up on the cutting tool and prevents it from cutting 
cleanly. What is needed is something which holds 
the axle and the cutting tool in correct alignment. 

The successful tool (finally!) is shown in 
the diagrams, 

The other problem was that I did not want 
to have to dismantle and reassemble every wheelset, 
so I devised a way to hold the wheelset in the 
lathe chuck. I turned a piece of aluminium bar 
(it could have been brass or steel) so that its 
length was just less than the back-to-back measure- 
ment of the wheelset and the outside dtameter 
was Slightly larger than the wheel diameter over 
the flange. Then I drilled through the axis 
the same diameter as the axle. I then cut the 
whole piece in half through the axis by hand using 
a backsaw so that it can be assembled on the wheel- 


set. When the block and wheelset are held in 
the three-jaw chuck, it clamps on to the axle 
and holds it for the pinpointing operation - see 
Fig 2; 


Certainly I used a lathe for making the wheel- 
set holding block and tool body, but on reflection 
it could be made and used without a lathe. You 
would need to dismantle the wheelsets to do a 


~ oo — Flat for aligning 


YLT — v 
| A are | End reduced to 
| J? h | fit in tailstock 
|— BE ee: chuck 


Hole to allow chips to escape 
| Grind back to 


- | > clear the wheel 


Broken 9/64” drill _ 
as basis of cutting tool 


Section at 
cutting edge 


but think about this. You would need a grindstone 
to make the cutting tool, but the axle pilot hole 
could be drilled into any small brass or steel 
block and the tool hole carefully drilled to inter- 
sect it at the appropriate angle. From then 
on you would need to drill and tap the clamp screw 
hole and the chip escape hole. The block would 
have to be held in a holder or clamp of some sort, 
the axle in an electric drill chuck and with a 
little patience you can get pin-point axles of 
reasonable quality. 


When I first made my tool and tested it, 
it worked perfectly for the first two or three 
times, then the quality deteriorated and that 


first flush of success turned to a flood of des- 
pair! I realised the problem was that the chips 
could not easily get away from the cutting edge - 
hence the escape hole was added! 

If you don't get the angle of the cutting 
tool quite right you can adjust it by grinding 
the edge back at an angle to the Original drill 
Shank until you get it right - should leave an 
included angle on the point of 50°. It is not 
Critical, but must be a bit less than the included 
angle of the bearing, which is 60°, 


The pilot hole diameter is critical and must 
be the same as the axle, also the hole for the 
cutting tool must be a neat fit. To get accurate 
holes using standard twist drills, it is essential 
to drill a smaller pilot hole and then open it 
out using the full diameter drill. This is be- 
cause of the fact that manufactured drill points 
are not always centred accurately and the first 
cut will always be oversize. A second cut does 
not follow the drill point, but depends only on 


the outside diameter of the drill, which is always 
highly accurate. 
Specifications | 
Brass bearings - included angle is 60° +3° -0° 
Axle point - angle is 50° +0° -3° 
Axle diameter - Railmaster - 2.0 mm 
North Yard - 2. 03 mm oO 
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FAULT ANALYSIS 


by Dave Perkins 


Reprinted from the BRMNA Journal : March 1983 

Now that I have an ammeter in circuit with 
the track (a component part of my GTE 1000 con- 
troller), I have an excellent means of monitoring 
drive mechanism performance. Because of its 
Mature, an ammeter displays a near constant value 
and the reading will remain fairly constant, re- 
gardless of speed, unlike the voltmeter which 
displays a reading proportionate to the throttle 
or regulator setting and the load. In the few 
months since acquiring this device I've mentally 
catalogued performance values for the different 
motors under normal load conditions; e.g. an 
MWOO5 under load typically draws 0.250 amps, an 
ECMII 0.200 amps, etc. It has now become second 
nature to me to glance at the meter occasionally 
whenever an engine is running in order to determine 
whether it's functioning properly or not. In 
addition to the meter, I also employ the old stand- 
by of noise, smell and heat detection to give 
me warning of impending trouble. However, as 
almost all mechanism malfunctions cause some form 
of increased resistance, the ammeter becomes a 
very effective early indicator of potential 
trouble. 

The value of this kind of diagnosis was dra- 
matically demonstrated to me recently when one 
of my engines, fitted with an ECMII motor and 


a 35:1 worm-gear set, continually displayed a 
higher than usual ammeter reading under normal 
running conditions. There was no. detectable 


heat build-up and its noise seemed normal, but, 
as I had an alternate drive mechanism on hand, 
I decided to chance stripping the loco to check 
for possible problems. It was a good thing I 
did, for the mechanism was very close to a complete 
breakdown. The first evidence of real trouble 
came to light when I removed the motor. In this 
model the motor sits on a solid block and there, 
underneath the brush end, was a heap of carbon 
powder, a sure sign of something being amiss. 
What this indicated was a disintegration of the 
brushes and this is usually caused by a number 
of things; excessive arcing, vibration, damage 
to the commutator or poor brush quality. In 
this case I suspected that arcing and vibration 
were the culprits as the next discovery showed 
this motor to have been under considerable stress 
while working. Continuing my investigation I 
removed the worm from the drive shaft, disassembled 
the drive axle and took off the gear for examin- 
ation. While doing this I nearly cut my finger 


LOOKING FOR TROUBLE 


on the gear teeth; ‘something wrong here’ says I. 
Sure enough, one peek at those gear teeth through 
my little jeweller's glass disclosed an alarming 
state of affairs. No longer were they the correct 
multi-arc shape prescribed in the Machinist's 
Handbook. Instead each tooth had been ground 
into a small vee shaped pinnacle with a knife's 
edge for a crown. No wonder I'd almost cut my 


pinky. Seeking a further insight I borrowed 
my daughter's classroom microscope and took a 
really close look at the gear set. With the 


scope set at 5X it was very obvious that the worm 
had been doing a good job of chewing up the gear. 
The driving surfaces of the steel worm were lined 
with sharp serrations which, despite my cleaning 
efforts, still held incriminating slivers of brass. 
Here indeed was the explanation to the increased 
resistance indicated by the ammeter, the worm 
was expending those extra milliamps in chewing 
up the drive gear and if left alone would have 
Stripped it completely. 


Because of this added stress and resultant 
vibration, the motor fared badly too. Besides 
having damaged brushes, it's suffering from lateral 
(as well as fore and aft) slop making it somewhat 
noisy and suited for use only as an emergency 
replacement motor. 

As for the engine, a handsome M&L Dean Single, 
it's back at work sporting a very effective Kean- 
Portescap RG4 motor/gearbox. This unit is far 
Superior to any motor-worm-gear set that could 
be fitted in the available space and its instal- 
lation has allowed me to increase the load on 
the engine by two additional bogie coaches (for a 
total of eight). It has also given me a range 
of control otherwise unobtainable in an engine 
of this size and type. Although a bit on the 
costly side, the exercise has resulted in a very 
successful rebuilding of the power train giving 
me a much improved loco. 

Once again, keeping an eye open for signs 
of trouble has helped me to avoid an unpredicted 
breakdown and enabled me to detect a serious mal- 
function at an early stage. Without the telltale 
meter indication (and the sense to interpret it 
properly), I would never have been prompted to 
examine the mechanism, especially as there were 
no other discernible symptoms. The lesson here 
for me is that the sophistication provided by 
a fairly inexpensive ammeter can produce worthwhile 
dividends when it comes to preventive maintenance 
and fault detection. 

Happy modelling ........ 


BEBE KITE IO ENE EIEN TOTES TENE ENE HEE REE KEKE IEE HE 


HAVE YOU SEEN? 


Continental Modeller for November/December 
1984. Altbach Junction, HO, the railway of the 
month. A neat layout for a medium space and 
quite useful as a display layout. Interesting 
is the use of ADE close coupling boxes on the 
rolling stock. Now that the European makers 
are going over to making full length HO coaches, 
these boxes are worth using even if you are using 
wide radius curves. SAR Class 91; making a 
009 South African diesel and of use to most narrow 
gaugers following most prototypes. AMRA member 
Ivan Laszlo has written a most interesting article 
on the Hungarian Class 424, 4-8-0 steamers which 
includes notes on the development of steam loco- 
motives in the former Austrian empire. Heimdorf 
(Eifel) an interesting small space N scale terminus 


by Ern Raddatz 


for the DB. ZOB 87, for those interested in fine 
scale, and I mean fine scale, HO standards; re- 
quired reading. Reading RR 'Camelback' for 0O 
scale is an interesting article about scratchbuild- 
ing this unusual prototype. Plus the usual com- 
mercial news. While no mention is made this 
issue on the premier European railway the magazine 
is worth the purchase price. 


HHKHH HHHHH 


OLD SILVER 


An interesting article on the use of Floquil 
'Old Silver’ paint to represent aluminium and 
stainless steel is to be found in the Kalmbach 
magazine Fine Scale Modeller for March/April 1984, 
copies of which may still be available at your 
favourite hobby shop. 
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LETTERS | 

The Editor May I remind everyone that articles do not 
AMRA Journal fall like manna from heaven, but must be written 
Dear Rex and by none other than the members of this Assoc- 


The Federal COM wishes to thank Paul Kehoe 
for the courtesy extended by him, in addressing 
copies of his letter, which was largely directed 
at the COM, not only to yourself, but to all AMRA 
Branch Secretaries, whilst neglecting to forward 
a copy to Federal COM. 

As the letter was not formally available 
to the COM for discussion until after the February 
meeting, it cannot be dealt with until the March 
meeting, so that any answer will not be printed 
until the May/June issue of Journal (No 166). 

Since Paul opened his letter with a complaint 
of censorship, we will leave it to him to explain 
to the readers of Pop Valve why the published 
version of his letter differs to the version circu- 
lated to the Branch Secretaries. 

Also due for issue 166 of Journal will be 
some notes on recent changes to import duties. 

Yours faithfully 
Phil Kelly 
Federal Secretary 


HHT EEE EIEN HE TENE SEES EINE IESE HERE AEST SH IESE GEIS EOIE 
Editor 

AMRA Journal 

Dear Mr Little 

We are blessed in the AMRA with having a 
Federal Committee which is so totally committed 
to helping and assisting the members. 

Last September - over six months ago - the 
Customs regulations concerning the importation 
of scale model railway equipment were altered. 

Over six months and three Journal ago. 

With some specific exclusions - transformers, 
Spare parts and HO scale Australian outline 
models - the Customs Duty has been reduced on 
most other model railway items to 22%. 

Sales tax is set at 20%, but the formula 
employed by Customs results in an imposte of 26.48% 
in total being applied to the declared value of 


the goods. 
This, of course, results in a much lower 
total costing to the retailer - I call on all 


members to demand the reflection of that at the 
shelf price. 

Don't let them rip you off even more! 

Now, if someone would care to waken the Fed- 
eral Committee up and tell it about this develop- 
ment - or should this be censored out? 


Paul Kehoe 
FEKETE ITEM HAE TESE TEESE TE TEESE HEISE SESE IESE SESE SESE ELLIE IESE IE SESE EERE 
The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 


Although summer is by no means over, it seems 
that we have once more been subjected to a cold 
blast from the 'West'. That anyone should go 
to so much trouble to analyse and question the 
use made of his paltry $10 per annum is almost 
beyond belief! Apparently, the race of Ebenzer 
Scrooge is not yet extinct. . 

If anyone is not satisfied with the class 
of articles published in Journal , may I humbly 
Suggest that he turn his literary talents to the 
production of an example of the kind he does like. 
A devotee of the great god Protofour, for example, 
should be a modeller par excellence, and thus 
well qualified to inform others. 


iation. I should know, having been, in my time, 
the author of between 20 and 30. They may not 
have been everyone's cup of tea, but they were 
the best I could do, and no editor expects more 
than that. They were all accepted with thanks. 

In conclusion, I am heartily sick of the 
display of adverse criticism and nit-picking to 
which we have been subjected over the last’ few 
years. 
and praise for the mighty effort which they have 
put in over the years in keeping AMRA and Journal 
alive. 

Yours 
Jack Makin 
Queensland 


SESE TEE ESE SESE SE TOE TEE SIE TEE SESE IESE SEE SESE HE IESE SESE SEE TEESE FEE IESE SE 
Managing Editor 

Journal 

Dear Roger 

Thank you for your considered comments on 
the contents of my letter you published in Issue 
164, 

What a breath of fresh air it is to find 
that, at last, there is someone else who apprec- 
lates that the AMRA has an awful lot of potential, 
but is far from the perfection that denies any 
criticism some people seem to think it is. 

When a question is asked and it remains un- 
answered, or when information is sought by individ- 
uals, by state committee, by constitutional pet- 
ition and that information is denied, is it any 
wonder that, eventually, there is - as the Federal 
Secretary puts it in his comments in 164 - some 
table thumping and some screaming. 

It's so much more civilised to Simply respond 
fully, concisely and openly, as you have done, 
and to invite comment and discussion which can 
only encourage the AMRA to move forward and prosper 
and to leave behind the quagmire of stagnation 
and recession wrought by the introspection of 
conformity to the status quo. 3 

Finally, Issue 164 - well done. 


Sincerely 
Paul Kehoe 
KHAKI KEE EEE TIE IEE SESE SESE TEESE SE IESE ETE IE SEES EIEIESE SE SESESE SESE SESE SE 
Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 


From a personal viewpoint, my congratulations. 
Even. 


to Vicprint on the quality of Journal. 
with some 'offset', the quality far exceeds the 
duplicated copies of 20 years ago, and is at least 
the equal of many of the commercially printed 
Journals in my collection. I have had several 


issues of a daily newspaper, which were inferior 


to Journal in terms of offset, lack of ink, accu- 
racy of typesetting and shading from pale grey 
to jet black printing across a single page. No, 
I do not have the copies as proof of my statement, 
but I'm sure you've all seen similar things. 
The point of my comment is that even the profes- 
sionals, who print virtually every day, don't 
always get it right. The main thing is, surely, 
that the information is readable, even if it takes 
a little effort. 

One comment on David Brown's excellent review 
and modification guide of the Trax MHG van. 


I give the boys in Melbourne all credit 


©). 
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The 2AT bogies David mentions are a comparatively 
modern design. When first released to traffic, 
the MHG vans were fitted with A3 Ride Control 
bogies, possibly of 2AP or 2BR types. These 
are best represented, in model form, by the Andrews 
type bogie. The bogies fitted by Trax appear 
to be an approximation of the Andrews type. 
So, if your railway is fully dieselised, change 
to 2AT bogies, if you're still in the heyday of 
steam, find some new wheel sets or a better pair 
of Andrews bogies. 
Yours 
Phil Kelly 
New South Wales 


HHH HEHE IIH ETE TIER IO EEE IEE HIT IEE 
Editor 

AMRA Journal 

Dear Rex | 

In Journal 164 Mr Norm Read in The Secretary's 
Desk made the following statment: "Table thumpers 
and screamers tend to have an adverse affect on 
members, hence so-called censorship." 

In the same issue, the Returning Officer 
for the Federal Committee election, Mr Woods, 
made the following statment in his letter setting 
out the result of the ballot: "From a membership 
of approximately 1000 it is disappointing to have 
a 20% return of voting papers." 


Let us examine both of those statements again- 
st. facts; From the inadequate and spasmodic 
Association information which occasionally slips 
through the censorship net the following figures 
regarding membership have been collated: 


YEAR JOURNAL NSW VIC QLD WA OTHER TOTAL 
1980 140 S25 0«|— 295. TI 105. 25 819 
1981 147 307 =. 261 70 107 18 763 
1982 152 248 210 #56 193 19 636 
1983 158 206 164 =68 95 16 549 
1984 161 Z20 223 ‘83 110 9 677 
One has to assume that Mr Read's allusion 
to table thumpers and screamers is directed at 


Western Australia, yet it is the home state of 
the Federal Committee which has been leading this 
Association through its current 'dark ages' period 
which seems to have managed to lose a great number 
of members - WA appears to have at least held 
its ground. 

Perhaps Mr Read would care to comment through 
the pages of Journal and offer an explanation 
for what appears to be a rather disastrous perform- 
ance from the Federal Committee's home base? 

As to Mr Woods' assertion of the total member- 
ship being ‘approximately 1000', perhaps Mr Woods 
would care to offer an explanation of how he arriv- 
ed at that figure and what his source of infor- 
mation was. 

It might also be pointed out that the word 
"approximately' is, perhaps, an unfortunate choice 
for a Returning Officer to use, particularly one 
who managed to accumulate exactly 32 different 
stamps from exactly 200 votes. 

Paul Kehoe 
John Watts 


HEHEHE EEE HII TE IOI ESE IER TIES SIE TSO TIE EIEIO 
Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

When I departed the Association in the early 
70s, I thought that poison pen letters would no 
longer appear in the Journal. However, when 
I rejoined in the early 80s, I found that I had 
successors! But what successors! The reason 


why no poison pen scribblings have not appeared 
over my name is that I have bowed in the face 
How can one match the sand-gropers? 


of experts. 


I wonder what is in the sand that makes them carry 
on that way. 

But Paul Kehoe did raise some interesting 
points in his  'censored' letter (you admitted 
such, Roger) in Journal 164, and I would like 
to be able to give my views on one or two of them, 


The photographs that have appeared in Journal 
have, in the main in my opinion, appeared reason- 


ably clear. It is mostly when they have been 
too small that reproduction was poor. For in- 
Stance, on page 99, Journal 160. But as the 


production team gets more experience no. doubt 
even that will improve. 

My main comment on the photos is the lack 
of information in the captions about some of the 
more unusual vehicles that have been shown, i.e. 
the banana van several issues ago, but you have 
to rely on what you were given. 

As for the wedding photos, why not? So 
long as they are of interest, both persons being 
members or they met at an Association function 
and the photos appear in Branch News and not in 
the main body of Journal, what is the’ harm? 
Which brings up the point, do the various Branches 
have enough non-railway or model railway social 
events in which the families of the Branch members 
may take part? Not all of the individuals in 
the members' families may be interested in trains. 

Paul made the statement that if he had sub- 
mitted several pages of material listing British 
kits that may be converted to run on 18.83 mm 
it would not be printed, yet several pages about 
American HO diesels was printed. While I am 
not very interested in the US scene, I did find 
it of interest and no doubt it was of use to the 
modellers of the US railways. I doubt if these 
modellers would have taken the trouble to write 
for the information as Paul has suggested. As 
we do not, generally, take the trouble to vote 
for the COM, why should we write for the locomotive 
information? 

But I did notice that Paul is to speak at 
the WA Branch meeting about the pitfalls of model- 
ling in 18.83 mm gauge. There may be members, 
especially here in the East, who will not be able 
to attend that meeting, but who may be interested 
in 18.83 mm gauge. Might I suggest that Paul 
write an article based upon his lecture and submit 
it along with his listing of suitable kits. 
He may find he could get disciples for his partic- 
ular interest here in the Eastern darkness. 

The letter about the Queensland Railways, 
while not being of direct interest to me, was 
of interest nevertheless. It could be the germ 


of an idea for a 'freelance' railway. For that 
reason alone its publication was valid. 
Finally, I received two editorial leaves 


in Journal 164. I hope nothing similar happened 
in the copies sent West, or you will surely get 
a letter about it. 

On a separate matter. While British Railways 
are not of much interest to me - I rate them some- 
where behind the NSW scene which, as many members 
will agree, is the absolute pits - I did get 37 
clues right in the crossword. More please. 

Regards 
Ern Raddatz 


BEEF FE FER FEFE IESE FETE TE EAE TENE SIE ENE SESE IONE TEESE SE OSE ESE SEE TEE SETE EFEES EESTI IESE SE 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

In reference to Journal 164; I read the 
letters in Pop Valve and if I had received some 
of them, I would have tossed them into the waste 
paper bin. Any attempt at crude blackmail de- 
serves little consideration. 
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But now onto a different matter. The picture 
on the cover of a Shay. This made me feel that 
I too would like a shay, and I requested my local 
hobby shop to obtain one. Seeing the advertise- 
ment on the second page, I thought this would 
be simple. This ad also appeared in AMRM, 

After reading the knee jerk reaction by Aust- 
ralian suppliers in previous Journals about their 
Service to customers, I was disappointed in the 
Slow delivery by my favoured supplier. I have 
had better delivery from mail order supplies in 


the UK. I still haven't seen the Shay kit and 

will obtain models from the UK in future - they 
come air mail. 

Regards 

Stan Dick 


New South Wales 


BREE EERE KEKE KI EHH HEE TOE ETE TEE FETE FETE IESE ETE ETE FEE FETE I EE 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 
USE OF MEK 

I saw with interest in the November/December 
AMRA Journal, the use of MEK as an aid to model- 
ling. This material is hazardous and precautions 
indeed need to be taken with its use. With this 
in mind, I have attached a copy of the safety 
data sheet for methyl ethyl ketone (MEK) for those 
who are using this material. 


If further information is required, please 
do not hesitate to ask. 
Regards 
Michael Phillips 
Victoria 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

Have just received Journal 164, and, as usual, 
it is an excellent publication, especially when 
an article is printed that I had forgotten I'd 
written! The article, 'NSW Rolling Stock from 
Proprietary Models', has a couple of errors that 
I feel should be corrected. 

Our typing person made two unfortunate errors 
in paragraph two of the 'Conclusion'. I'll write 
it in full to avoid any confusion, with corrections 
underlined. 

"I. now have ideas regarding rolling stock 
of the 1880s running behind.a Baldwin 'Jupiter' 
4-4-0, made by Rivarossi, suitably converted to 
Y105 class number 130..... en I suspect the errors 
were caused by my lousy handwriting, sometimes 
even I can't read it. 

Referring to the excellent publication 'Loco- 
motives of New South Wales 1855-1980 (Vol 1)' 
by Alex Grumbach, we see that a picture of U(105) 
class No 130 features, above a picture of U(105) 
Class No 105. The main differences are that 
Ul05 had a small boiler and a six-wheel tender, 
whereas U130 had a bogie tender and a larger boil- 
er. U130 appears pretty close to the standard 
Rivarossi loco, a repaint to chocolate and black 
lining, plus a buffer beam would give one a very 
Close likeness, just the thing for people who 
would like something American on their NSW layout. 
For those wishing to go further, a plan (Data 
Sheets) can be obtained from the Railway Shop 
in Railway Square, Sydney. 

It would appear that the early American coach- 
es marketed by Rivarossi may be suitable as a 
load for a U class. Perhaps a modeller ‘in the 
know' could enlighten us as to their suitability. 

Moving on now to comments in Pop Valve. 


] Journal should be a place for wedding photos 
if our members are married, Surely the social 
life of AMRA is as important as the technical 
Side? | | 


2 As Roger says, American prototype is extremely 
popular here in the East, At the: Australia Day. 
exhibition at Geelong, American prototype: was 
featured on two days, and evinced even:more inter- 
est than Australian prototype, and, yes, English 
prototype. The two modellers concerned put a 
lot of time and effort into the diesels Survey 
and I think their efforts should be rewarded with 
a full reprint. 


3 Journal will not continue unless people write: 


articles, instead of critical letters. I. am 
happy that my efforts, no matter how poor, have 
been printed, and I hope that my photography will 
be printed as well. 

How about some other members 
articles, rather than criticise the 
give their time for nothing? 


writing 
people who 


David Brown 


Victoria: 
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HARD-WORKING MODEL AT MAREEBA 


by June Southwell 


UEENSLAND 


The reliability and sturdiness of the models | 


they buy isn't the first consideration for many. 
railway modellers. But for Mr Keith Turner of 
Mareeba, 30 kilometres from Cairns, it is a factor 
of great importance. His 500 sq ft HO/00O model 


is on display and running all day Saturday and 


Sunday so breakdowns are to be avoided if at all 
possible. He has reserves for each of the 10 
engines, the trolley-bus, cable-car, pile driver 
and all the other side-lines to the main interest, 
the trains. | 

Keith's wife Sheila created the scenery and 
backdrop, and also provides a second pair of hands 


whenever necessary. There are over a 1000 tiny 
figures, safe behind a glass wall, going about 
their everyday tasks in the two townships that 


are part of the scene. 

Viewed either in daylight or in simulated 
nightlight, with lights blinking or winding through 
the scene, fires burning, 
is worth a visit if you are holidaying in Cairns, 


the Atherton Tableland or any of the beach resorts 


Within driving distance. 

Mareeba Trainland can be visited at Keneally 
Road, Mareeba, between 10 am and 5 pm on Saturdays, 
Sundays and holiday Mondays. 
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THE LONGEST WAY 
by Ern Raddatz 


The longest rail trip you can make without - 


changing trains is from Moscow to Peking. The 
trip covers 7874 kilometres. 


BEKELE EEE IO IESE IESE SESE BRIER FEE SEE ESE IEE SEES HE 


ERRATA 


This correction is well overdue, but there 
1S an error in Ken Down's article on Electromag— 
netic Uncouplers in Issue 148 which prevents the 
uncoupler from working! | 

The resistance of the two coils should be 20 ohms 
and when wive in parallel, should be 10 ohms resis-— 
tance, not 100 ohms as printed, 
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some. 


welding glowing, this - 
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Exposure 


METHYL ETHYL KETONE 


FLAMMABLE. 

Flashback slong vapor trail may occur. 

Vapor may explode if ignited in an enclosed area. 

Extinguish with dry chemucal, stcohol foam. or carbon dioxde. 
Water may be ineffective on fire. 

Cool exposed containers with water. 


CALL FOR MEDICAL AJD. 


VAPOR 

Irritating to eyes, nose and throat. 

If inhaled, will cause nausea, vomiting. headache, dizziness, 
difficult breathing. or loss of consciousness. 


Move to fresh air. a 
If breathing has stopped, give artificial respiration. 
If breathing is difficult, give oxygen. 


LIQUID 

Will burn eyes. 

Harmful if swallowed. 

Remove contaminated clothing and shoes. 

Flush affected areas with plenty of water. . 

IF IN EYES. hold eyelids open and flush with plenty of water. 

IF SWALLOWED and victim ts CONSCIOUS, have victim drink water 
or milk. 


6. FIRE HAZARDS 
Fiash Point: 20°F C.C.; 22°F O.C. 
Flammabie Limits in Air: |. 8%—11.5% 


Fire Extinguishing Agents: Alcohol 
foam. dry chemical, or carbon dioxide 


Fire Extinguishing Agents Not to be Used: 
Water may be ineffective 


Special Hazards of Combustion Products: 
Not pertinent 


Behavior in Fire: Not pertinent 
ignition Temperature: 96/°F 
Electrical Hazard: Class !1.Group D 
Burning Rate: 4.1 mm/min. 


7. CHEMICAL REACTIVITY 
Reactivity with Water: No rcaction 


Reactivity with Common Materiais: 
No reaction 


Stability During Transport: Siabic 


Neutralizing Agents tor Acids and 
Caustics: Not pertinent 


Potymerization: Not pertinent 
Inhibitor of Polyrnerization: 
Not pertinent 


3. CHEMICAL DESIGNATIONS 


3.1 Synonyms: 2-Butanonc 
Ethyl methyl ketone 


MEK 


3.2 Coe0est Guerd Compatibility Clesetfication: 
Ketone 


3.3. Chemical Formula: CH;COCH:CH; 
3.4 IMCO/Untted Nations Numerical 
Designation: 3.2/1193 


face shield. 


5.2 Symptoms Following Exposure: Liquid causes eye burn. Vapor irritates cyes, nose, and throat; 


can cause headache, dizziness, nausea, weakness, and loss of consciousness. 


5.3 Treatment for Expoeure: INHALATION: remove victim to fresh air; if breathing ts irregular 
or has stopped, start resuscitation and administer oxygen. EY ES: wash with plenty of water for 


at least 15 min. and Call physician. 
5.4 Toxtelty by inhalation (Threshold Limit Vaiuve): 200 ppm 
5.5 Short-Term Inhalation Limits: 290 mg/m? for 60 min. 
5.6 Toxtelty by ingestion: Grade 2;0.5105 g/kg (rat) 
5.7 Late Toxicity: None 


5.8 Vepor (Gas) irritant Characteristics: Vapors cause a slight smarting of the eyes or respiratory 
system if present in high concentrations. The effect is temporary. 


5.9 Liquid or Solid irritant Characteristics: Minimum hazard. If spilled on clothing and allowed to 


remain, may cause smarting and reddening of the skin. 
5.10 Odor Threehoic: 10 ppm 


4. OBSERVABLE CHARACTERISTICS 
4.1 Physical State (as shipped): Liquid 
4.2 Color: Colorless 
4.3. Odor, Like acetone; picasant, pungent 


5. HEALTH HAZARDS 
5.1 Personal Protect-ve Equipment: Organic canister or air pack; plastic gloves; goggles or 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


In a recent American Model Railroader, a 
reader raises the matter of criticism of adminis- 
tration and committees, calling many of these 
criticisms ‘nit picking’. The letter goes on 
to reveal that the sentiments expressed refer 
to the reader's music club, not just the model 
scene, 

My point is that we have been barraged by 
criticism of the AMRA Federal Committee and anyone 
who chooses to perform duties for them. On the 
Branch notice board and in the last Journal you 
are directed to a letter pointing out many crit- 
icisms of their actions. Please read these. 
Queensland Branch member L Woods was subjected 
to an unbelieveable barrage of criticism following 
his action in acting as Returning Officer at the 
recent elections - a duty he carried out well. 

It would seem that no amount of logical reas- 


oning will satisfy the argument. As soon as 
one point is covered, another is raised. 
The Queensland Branch Committee discussed 


at length the letter submitted, and as no action 
was called for, felt, that to enter the fray would 
only add fuel to the fire. This was not meant 
to indicate lack of interest or lack of support, 
but to acknowledge the efforts of all those, and 
especially the Federal Committee, who strive to 
make this Association one worthy of our membership. 
I would like to hear the views of Branch 

members on this subject. 
Cec Wall 
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;1O CITY 


— VICTORIA BRIDGE 
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CLUBROOMS AT 
STREET LEVEL 


ELBOURNE ST. 
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DISPLAY LAYOUT FOR THE QUEENSLAND RAILWAYS 


As mentioned in the last Journal, the Branch 
continued discussions with the QR on this matter, 
finalising the proposed concept. It was felt 


that the track plan, with much hard to get at 
hidden trackage, was not ideal for this type of 
layout; however, the QR officials were not going 


to change their minds, so what they want is what 
they get. The layout will be manned by QR em- 
ployees during its use in central Queensland, 
so hopefully they will be more like watchmakers 
at heart. 


The layout's basic woodwork is complete and 
track laid and tested. Scenery work is now in 
progress. Many members are taking part in all 
facets of the layout building, and it's proving 
to be a learning experience for all. Arthur 
Hayes has further investigated coal wagon construc- 
tion and come up with a third alternative - 
scratchbuilding. The test sample proved that 
it wasn't as hard in this scale, and this method 
had many advantages over other methods discussed. 
We look forward to seeing the layout at our May 
Exhibition. 
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MERITORIOUS AWARD FOR BOB MAWSON 


As mentioned in the last Journal, Bob Mawson 
of Queensland Branch was presented with one of 
these awards. Bob certainly deserves it; he 
took on the Secretarial task several years ago, 
and in his words "it was like being thrown to 
the lions". Bob had little previous experience 


THE QUEENSLAND RAILWAY DISPLAY LAYOUT SHOWING ELECTRIC TRACTION IN USE ON CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND COAL LINES. TRACK SIZE — 9Omm 


End Modules 6! x 4! 


Centre modules 


7 xX 386" 


Full trains going to mine and Empty trains going to port 


Vieus nq S ide 


Mine ; Port 
tt BP erent 


Ww 
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AN in these matters, yet handled everything very it's just for an hour setting up or packing up - 
\ 7 well, even though the Branch was going through a your help will be appreciated. 
very difficult time, and a tremendous amount of Bob Mawson 
| reorganisation and stabilisation was carried out. uae rere eas ee 


It was in this period in which he worked that 

the Club changed from being a two meetings a month CLUBROOM NEWS 

affair with about 10 people in members' homes 

to a Branch with Clubrooms and around 20 attending Although bass meetings were planned oe 

twice a week, with a Club layout taking an area the holiday period, the Clubrooms were sta - 

| 50' x 30! paren Gog: Fane Finck Sizes. hive of activity on Thursday nights and Saturday 

For relaxation Bob loves to potter around afternoons. Good progress was made on the QR 
display layout, and James and Geoff completed 


| on his White River Railroad, which mainly uses ee 
steam power and coal for traffic wiring up the N gauge control panels, so the 9 mm 
system is now in full operation. 


) HEINE HH HHH HHH HHH 
) “me Two severe storms hit Brisbane, both resulting 


in water pouring through the Clubroom ceiling. 
On the first occasion, it happened on a Saturday 
afternoon and members were present to bail out. 
The recent, more severe, storm was on a Friday 
evening and the Clubrooms received a good wash 
from top to_ bottom. It certainly brightened 
up the scenery, but unfortunately some card build- 
ings didn't do too well. It's definitely a good 
idea to shelac the buildings before painting. 
Fortunately Committeeperson Marie Hill was avail- 
able to bail out and prevent further damage. 
Overall, the layout and equipment stood up very 
well, 

A number of southern visitors were with us 
recently, and we hope they all had a good time. 

The Branch is looking into the purchase of 
an air brush and equipment for Club and members' 


use; this is hoped to relieve the pressure (ha 
ha?) off members' equipment now in use. Of course 
the use will be strictly controlled, although 
all members will be able to use it - providing 


an experienced member is available to supervise. 


HHHHKK SHH SIMIAN MKB 


PROVISIONAL PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES FOR 1985 
MARCH 


28 Thur General meeting - loco pulling contest 


4 Thur Running session 
11 Thur Workshop night - trees 
25 Thur General Meeting - powering points 


Mr L Woods operates the main control panel for 
the 16.5 mm _ network. Note the ammeters above Fri ) 
to read current drawn by road controllers. Sat ) AMRA Model Railway Exhibition 


2 Thur Exhibition preparation 
3 
4 
5 Sun ) 
| 9 
3 


HH HH HHH HH HH MMH H Thur Workshop night - trees 
z Thur General Meeti - Sh 
euariron BeeOeT eral Meeting - Show and Tell 
| The Queensland Branch Exhibition is now only JUNE 
a few weeks away. The feature of this year's 6 Thur Running session 
show will be the layout being constructed for 13. Thur Workshop night - basic wagon construc-— 
the Queensland Railways by the Club’ members; tion 
| when completed it will be very impressive. An- 27 Thur General Meeting - layout and rolling 
. other feature of this year's show will be the stock general maintenance 


display presented by Bill Silvester of Marklin 
Model Railways; this model railway is of European ALY 


origin, as the name implies. At the Sydney 
. Model Railway Show last October, it received a 4 Thur Running session 
an great deal of praise. The Branch plans to provide 11 Thur Workshop night - basic wagon construc- 
| a much better information stand for this’ show, tion 
with emphasis on modelling in general of all shapes 25 Thur General Meeting - electrics 
| and sizes. 
Don't forget, its the exhibition that finances AUGUST 
the Club for the coming year, and it's up to the 1 Thur Running session 
members to help in any way you can to make the 8 Thur Workshop night - flasher unit 


Exhibition a success. So keep 3, 4 and 5 May 22 Thur General Meeting - Modelling Competition 
free because we can certainly use you, even if 


eo EEE 
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SEPTEMBER 
5 Thur Running session 
i Sat Annual Auction - 1 pm 
12. Thur Workshop - flasher unit - 2 
26 Thur General Meeting - improving RTR 
OCTOBER 
5 Sat ) 
6 Sun ) | AMRA Sydney Exhibition 
7 Mon ) 
10 Thur Workshop night - wagon tarps 
24 Thur Annual General Meeting - followed by 
Slide quiz 
NOVEMBER 
7 Thur Running session 
14 Thur Workshop night - kits 
28 Thur General Meeting - drawing plans 
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This scene shows the scernery 
in an early stage of construc- 


tion on the HOn3~ section 
on the Club layout - just 
above Woodsville, John 


Hill's NA with mixed train is 
seen here, 


STONES CORNER HOBBIES | 


for all your mode! Luling PequiteINCMMEs 


WIDE RANGE OF MODEL RAILWAY ACCESSORIES 
PLASTIC KITS, TRACK, TOOLS, PAINTS, TOYS & GAMES 
— ASK ABOUT OUR MODEL BUILDING. SERVICE — 
SPECIALIST FARTS AND ADVICE FOR Q.R. MODELLERG 
295 LOGAN RD.STONES CORNER 4120. Ph.(07) 397 2397 


BRANCH TIMETABLE 


normal at the 

South Brisbane 
South Brisbane. 

every Thursday 
and Saturday afternoon from 
noon. The main Branch monthly meeting is held 
on the 4th Thursday of the month from 7.30 om. 
Running sessions on the Club layout are on the 
lst Thursday evening and 3rd Saturday afternoon 
of each month. On other Thursdays and Saturdays, 
the Clubrooms are open for general Clubroom activ- 
ities. However, with this project for the OR 
now in progress, the main activity will be getting 
this layout finished in time for our exhibition 
in May. For older or retired members, special 
daytime gatherings are held on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month. Contact Ken Innes for details. 


meetings continue as 
Ground Floor, 

Grey Street, 
normally open 


Branch 
Branch Clubrooms, 
Railway Station, 
The Clubrooms are 
evening from 6 pm 
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Stewart Wall and John Hill 
lay the track for the QR 
display layout. 


©) 
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The KATO Bo+Bo+Bo Electric 
: which has a very good mech 
for the new QR electric locos. 


On Chris Malone's home layout 
(7 mm/1') 0-6-OT Fowler 'Eud- 
lo' from the Nambour Sugar 
Mill crosses a stream with 
a few empties in tow. Note 
the heavy bracing on _ the 
bridge to prevent damage 
during the wet season. 


On the Branch's  Clubroom | 
layout System this scene 

shows the halt of Suggit's 
Siding, the station built by 

Geoff Perkins and freezing 

works by John Hill. 


Jim Bilby won first prize in 
the structures section at 
the Queensland Branch 1984 
competitions with this model 
of Yarongmulu signal box. 


At Bijimbee, the Branch ter- 
minus, a scene at the loco 
Shows the work of Sn34 model- 
lers - Russel Hynes, Paul 
Scrivens, Tony Hughes, Steve 
Suggit and Steve Malone. 


The loco shed built by Jim 
Bilby. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


Let me take you into the future. 

When you read this it will be April which 
is not long before another year of meeting activ- 
ities have to be assembled. I therefore request 
that each of you give thought to the meeting activ- 
ities that you would select. The assistance 
that your ideas would give the committee in that 
is required is for you to give the activity you 
wish with your name on a piece of paper to the 
Secretary or any committee member. This could 
be done on a meeting night. Your name is request- 
ed so that the suggestion could be discussed with 
you at a later time. 

The May meeting is when nominations for the 
Committee of Management for the coming year are 


accepted. The elections are held in June. 

July meeting is~ Auction night. An early 
alert to gather together your items for the 
auction. 


Now let us go into the future together. 
Jack Treseder 


MV. RVaRY MLL OM 
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GENERAL NEWS 


No formal meeting is held in January - running 
night only, so on to February's meeting. Our 
speaker was Bob Dunn, and his topic was 'Clear- 


ances'. It doesn't matter whether you are working 
l:l or 1:160 or anything in between (sorry, Z 
gauge!), you must make sure that your longest 


and widest vehicles will pass round your layout 
with room to spare! There are things like imper- 
fect track, worn running gear, wobbly wheels and 
all which, as Murphy says will all come together 
at the same time. 
Competition Results 
Photographic Competition - Model Turntable 

Slide - R Blackley 95 points 

Print - J Harry 90 points 


Modelling Competition - Open Category 

David Brown - LMS ballast wagon. 

Modrail Layout was exhibited at Geelong Corio 
during Australia Day weekend (see report elsewhere) 
and the meeting thanked those who transported 
and staffed the layout. 

Ron Thomas 


HHH IH HHI See HAE 
LIBRARY NEWS | 
The last few months have brought quite a 


flood of books to the Library, but just lately 
the flood has almost dried up. I'd been looking 
forward to the Light Railway Research Society's 
Powelltown, but that hasn't yet arrived. oo 8 a 
there is a couple of very pleasant things. 


Railmac Publications are at it 
Harry Wright's Railway Album. He 
New South Wales Government Railways 
an engine cleaner, rising to fireman, 
so on until he is now Chief Inspector. 


again with 
joined the 
in 1949 as 
driver and 

All the 


= f 7 ss 
From Maiyerm Cowheb 


-—— — 


time he took photographs, firstly with the tra- 
ditional Box Brownie, later a Voightlander - and 
movie camera at times. This little book (Rail- 
mac's usual format) is a nice collection of the 
results from 1949 to 1978, mainly in New South 
Wales, of course, but with excursions into other 
States, and to New Zealand. 

I recall that in Holland motor cycles and 
push bikes were required to share the same special 
paths - I thought a very bright way to cut the 
black-helmeted riders of those massive super-bikes 
down to size. I wonder whether the Australian 
Railway Historical Society's New South Wales Branch 
had something of the same thought in mind when 
they published Rail Motors and XPTs. 

This nicely designed A4, limp-covered book 
by David Cooke starts with the various experiments 
in internal-combustion rail vehicles (including 
several double-deckers), then to the odd ‘galloping 
300se' and then to ‘undoubtedly one of the most 
successful vehicles ever to run on the NSW Rail- 
ways - the small timber body railmotors, first 
introduced in 1923 and still giving limited, but 
excellent, service over 60 years later’. 

They were, of course, the '42 foot railmotors' 
the 'Tin Hares' as they were known, the CPH class, 


their official designation. Lots of details, 
lots of photographs - and of their trailers, the 
CTH, as well. 

The ‘Silver City Comet' was an attempt to 


lift the image of the hard working little short- 
line work-horse. Semi-streamlined, glossy and 
fast and relatively comfortable, it ran from Parkes 
to Broken Hill, then on (what one would have 
thought was the glamour run) from Sydney to Can- 
berra. It was the first completely air-condition- 
ed train in Australia. 

The 600s and their derivatives, the PCR/PCH 
Riverina types and the Budds are all dealt with 
in interesting detail; bringing us to the XPT. 

Tenders were called in 1978 for 25 high speed 


railcars, similar to the Western Australian 'Pros-— 
pector' cars. Alternative designs were also 
solicited. From all of this emerged a Comeng 


proposal for a train based on the British HST. 
From then until production of the final product 
in 1981, the details of the engineering, industrial 
and political developments make interesting reading 
indeed. 

To this add lots of technical details (bogies, 
transmissions, class numbering), good photographs 
and a very readable text, and the retail price, 
$19.95, makes sense. 
Brian Southwell 

Librarian 
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1985 CORIO MODEL RAILWAY CLUB EXHIBITION 
RAT UD EAHIBIITION 


The Australia Day weekend (25-28 January ) 
was the time for the Corio MRC's annual exhibition 
at Geelong. Layouts were featured from Melbourne, 
Sunbury, Geelong and Mt Gambier, among. other 
places. 
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The exhibition was spread over two halls, 
with the two largest (Corio MRC and AMRA Victorian 
Branch) being placed one in each hall. In spite 
of extremely hot weather on Saturday, many people 
paid their $1.50 to see an excellent exhibition. 

Models representing prototypes from all over 
the world ran on the various layouts. Sunbury 
MRC displayed their German-based 'Geldberg' layout, 
a delight to look at, and the trains ran beauti- 
fully. Great Britain was represented by ‘Oakdale 
GWR', a typical GWR single line branch and station. 
USA was represented by AMRA on Friday and Monday, 
and the Fingerbone, Deadwood and Lizard Creek 
ran US narrow gauge. 

Australian prototype was well represented; 

the writer's Trax 48 class caused some comment, 
mainly ‘how the ... did you get that to run so 
well?' (I didn't do anything to it). Blue Lake 
MRC and the Canadian Bay Railway company ran a 
fine display of SAR/ANR and VR_ respectively. 
AMRA and Corio MRC ran their members" stock. 

The commercial side wasn't neglected either; 
Broad Gauge Models had the pilot model of the 
VR streamlined S class 4-6-2 on display, as well 
as their new I and M wagons. BGM also had some 
kit bashed models displayed as well, including 
a shortened T van on an M wagon underframe,. ror 
Productions came down from Gisborne, and was swift- 
ly relieved of several MHG vans, unprocurable 
in Melbourne, Box Car Hobbies, Railfan Shop, 
Tempest Electronics, F&G Models and Puffing Billy 
Models also were present. All layouts were spon- 
sored by various local businesses, with the ma jor 
Sponsor being Eagle's Hobby Store of Geelong. 

What was the exhibition like? It was good. 
One minor fault I found was the lack of Space 
in the aisles during busy periods. Attendances 
were very good all weekend, with everybody enjoying 
themselves. A note for Lima knockers. A certain 
Corio member supplied a double motored B class 
weighing six pounds (?) kit bashed from two Lima 
> class. I kid you not; this supercharged mon- 
ster pulled 148 wagons, equivalent to 250 four 
wheelers. A Bachmann VP DD 40X also pulled the 
load, and a Bachmann SP 4-6-0 pulled 53 American 
box cars. The hospitality extended to we visiting 


ran exhibitors was first class. 


We had a good laugh on Sunday after hearing 
a small boy say to his father "You must need 
a lot of batteries for this!" when he saw the 
AMRA layout. 


David Brown 
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FACES AROUND THE BRANCH 


Victorian member, Bob Smith, at the controls of 
his Swansea Bay Railway. 


Looking down from the driver's 
stand over Armstrong (left) 
and Littlebank (right) stations 


Photo by Roger Lloyd 
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WEAR YOUR DARK GLASSES..... HERE'S ANOTHER ONE! 


Or you might be blinded and not able to ap- 
preciate all the hard work that has been put into 
washing, cleaning, painting, etc, in the Meeting 
and Library Rooms at Meltham. 

Under Simon Mead's leadership, most, if not 
all, of the regular attendees at Meltham have 
been wielding brooms, cloths, paint brushes and 
rollers - all in an endeavour to make the place 
more habitable - and what a difference they have 
made, To all who participated in any way at 
all, thank you very much - you must be well pleased 
with the results of your efforts. 

Investigations are underway to find a suitable 
floor covering for the two rooms to finish the 
project off properly. And, of course, the ceiling 
fan has been installed in the Meeting Room, so 
we really are now having all the comforts of home. 
I dare say we may find that some of our members 
may find it so comfortable at the Club that they 
will not want to go home to ‘she who must be 
obeyed!', 


BOOKS AND MAGAZINES..... 


are much easier to find in the Library now 


that the cataloguing and sorting and binding, 
etc, have been 'completed' (and Simon has got 
his bedroom back!!). Thank you to the merry 


members who have quietly, over the past few months, 
got on with the seemingly endless task. There 
must be a lot of personal satisfaction in seeing 
the results of your work. 

Ted Thoday 


HEHEHE HHH 


TRAIN TEASERS 
1 What are ‘The Fish' and 'The Chips'? 


2 Which 'premier' British pre-grouping company 
had a Captain Hewitt Pearson Montague Beames 
as its CME in 1920-1021? 


3 What was the last class of steam locomotives 
built at Midland Workshops for the WAGR? 


4 What railway in Britain was the 
run on Atlantic 4-4-2 locomotive? 


HHH KEKE 


first to 


5 Most of us know that No 92220 'Evening Star' 
was the last British Railways steam loco- 
motive to be built in March 1960, but how 


many of us know when she was withdrawn. 
Do you? 
6 Why has Westrail no record of the mileages 


travelled by their H class Bo-Bo locomotives? 


(Answers elsewhere) 


HAH HH HII HHH 
HERE'S A QUICK TIP 
Take a wooden clothes peg. Cut off the 


ends at 45°. There you have it, an ideal tool 
for holding glued parts in awkward corners. 

Henry 
Se HK 
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At the last ‘Bring and Show', two members 
brought along samples of various types of foam 
rubber, etc, which they had shredded up in their 
home appliances. There followed some debate 


on how to get it really fine. I found the follow- 
ing method recently in a back number of 'The Clear- 
ing House', the journal of the British Railway 
Modellers of Australia. 


Tear the foam rubber lump into pieces about 3" 


Square and then put them into a food processor, 
such as a Breville Kitchen Whizz. Add water 
to give weight to the foam. Switching on the 
machine for 30 seconds reduces the foam to pieces 
about 1/8" in size, which is still not small enough 
for most foliage requirements. 

So now transfer the wet foam to a suitable 
container and place is in the freezer. When 
frozen solid, break it up and again put it in 
the food processor and repeat the chopping action. 
This now reduces the foam to the required fine 
Size and tends to melt the ice. 


In the same article, the use of ordinary 
household water-based paints was recommended for 
colouring up the shredded foam. After the frozen 
shredding stage, transfer the wet pulp to a suit- 
able container and add the paint required to give 
your basic coliage colour. Fiddle with various 
paints if necessary to obtain the colour you re- 
quire. Then spread the pulp carefully onto large 
sheets of newspaper to dry, clean up the mess 
in the kitchen and retire to bed (or the pub), 
looking innocent. 


Nonny 
HHI Haast HHI HH 
CHIRSTMAS BBQ 
Another big ‘thank you' is due to Margaret 


and Lionel Mead for opening their home’tq@ us for 
the Annual BBQ, and to Simon for allowing us to 
pass the 'Galloping Goose’ around the 'Iron Horse’. 
It appears that Iron Horse Pass may be about to 


pass into history, as Simon had some ideas on 
display for his next venutre based on Skagway. 
Ted 
HHH HHH HHKKK HK 
WESTRAIL NEWSDESK 
Club night regulars have probably noticed 


that our meetings are no longer interrupted by 
the roar of Xs and As between 8.30 and 9.30 pm - 
this is because the Dual Gauge has been extended 
from Canning Vale through to Kwinana and Robb 
Jetty. All freights now travel via. Cockburn 
with consequent savings in time. The final sec- 
tion from Cockburn East to Cockburn North was 
completed on 5 November 1984. | , 
The York-Narrogin line saw changes in December 
which should reduce the time taken between the 
two centres. Four stations were closed as staff 
sections and the previous eight sections 


have | 
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been reduced to four. Gilgering was closed com- 


pletely and Pingelly, Mt Kokeby and Cuballing 
reduced to staff locked sidings. This should 


assist the grain season and save between 40 minutes 
and one hour for each train. While on the subject 
of grain, December saw the breaking of the record 
for weekly haul no less than three times. The 
previous best of 156 OOO tonnes was beaten on 
three successive weeks and now stands at 206 O00 
tonnes. 


The new loco depot and wagon repair depot 
at Picton should be fully operational by the time 
this appears in print. The new depot replaces 
that at Bunbury and will release land for develop- 
ment in the heart of Bunbury. The old roundhouse 
has been dismantled and transported to Boyanup 
for re-erection as a museum. Signalling for 


the new connections into the wagon/loco depot 
was brought into use during December. 
For those wanting to photograph withdrawn 


locos in regular service, try the 1500 hours (3 pm) 
Perth-Midland, as this regularly produces X1005 
which was written off in August - perhaps this 
is the first time that an X has cost nothing to 
run! Other performers on this train during Decem- 
ber have been XA's 1402/4/8/12/14 abd A1514, 

. '5956' 


(5956 is the number of the GWR loco ‘Horsley Hall’, 
for the benefit of those without Ian Allan ABC's. 
Felix and Nonny want to know why one of our members 
who favours the GWR and who has a name not unrelat- 
ed to that railway in its early days has a partic- 
ular affinity for that Hall.) 
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FROM THE BRANCH. EDITOR 


Come and’ join in the fun and contribute an 
article or a:‘regular feature for Branchline and 
Journal - the cat and the mouse would welcome 
any new friends for our regular contributors and 
their pseudonyms. 

Perhaps somebody would like to contribute 
some more Australian material - plenty of room 
for a kangaroo, especially a boxing one. 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Well, the unexpected does happen! Since 
the last issue of Journal, both the library and 
the main Clubrooms have received coats of paint. 
The lighting has also been improved - now for 
the carpet! Very little cataloguing has taken 
place since the last issue, what with the Christmas 
break. However, steps have been taken to remedy 
the problem and maybe when the time comes for 
the next issue of The Branchline to '‘hit' your 
breakfast table, I can report that all cataloguing 
has been completed. 

Once the magazines are catalogued, I want 
then to turn the Library staff's attention to 
improving the condition and layout of the book 
section of the Library. At the moment, it appears 
as a motley assortment jammed into three’ shelves 
and because of this, some of the books are becoming 
badly damaged - these need to be repaired, in 
the case of cover damaged by self-adhesive Fabulon; 
however, in the case of others, by regluing the 
spine, etc. If you (or your wife/mum) are experts 
in that field, please let me know - any help would 
be greatly received. Who knows, just because 
our wives/mums may not wish to save the life of 
our rolling stock (perish the thought!), they 
may well care to prolong the life of our books. 

Summarising, my New Year resolutions for 
the Library are as follows: 

1 Finish cataloguing the magazines 
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2 ‘'Revitalise’ the book section 
3 Carpet the floor 
All before the Annual General Meeting in May' 

Some very interesting books came to light 
at the recent ‘Bring and Show' evening. I hope 
to obtain several of them for the Library - more 
on those when they arrive. At that meeting, 
we were given a 12" LP record called ‘Memories 


of Steam’, I intend to record it onto tape which 
can then be put in the Library for use by you, 
the members. Our thanks to Kim Mallard for this 


donation. 


Also available to our members are 8 mm films 
taken at our Exhibitions. While not profession- 
ally made, they do show the history of our Exhi- 
bitions over the years 1975 to 1980, 

To finish off these notes this month, no 
‘little bit of knowledge’, just fact instead. 
All the work that has been put into the Library 
1s obviously having the desired effect on the 
members - you are using it more. In wishing 
you all the very best of everything in 1985, 1 
ask you to use the Library all the more - it's 
yours. 

BE A BOOKWORM! 

Hirus Manuscriptus 
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THE RAILWAY BOOK CLUB 


Anyone who subscribes to the British Railway 


magazines (model or prototype) or who buys them 


in the Perth hobby shops will know that in some 
of them there is often enclosed a very colourful 
insert which extolls the merits of the RAILWAY 
BOOK CLUB. 

This is a joint venture of WH Smith (whose 
bookstalls are on almost every station plattorm - 
in Britain and other places, such as the High 
Street also) and Doubledays. They obviously 
do a special deal with book publishers taking 
left-over warehouse stocks and also guaranteeing 
to take a certain proportion of new titles upon 
publication. The discount they offer is claimed 
as ‘25% and sometimes up to 50% on the published 
prices’, I have done a little research of their 
New Year issue of their quarterly magazine 'Plat- 
form' which gives the titles of quite a few of 
the books currently on offer. This '‘research' 
Showed the discount to be mostly in the range 
25 to 28% with just a few larger than that - be- 
tween 34 and 40%. There was one book ('Complete 
Railway Modelling') which had a 64% discount. 

The RAILWAY BOOK CLUB 'gets you in' by offer- 
ing a variety of railway books on very substantial 
discount. Many of these are very recent publi- 
cations or reprints and at the prices asked as 
an introductory offer are very hard to resists, 
e.g. the Oxford Publishing Company's ‘Midland 
Wagons’, Volume 1 or 2 at £1.50, whereas the normal 
prices are £9.95! Or 'LMS Coaches' at £2.25 
instead of £14.95! The deal is that you can 
pick three such books (and pay for their postage 
to Australia), agree to take one of their ‘normally 
discounted’ books per quarter for the next year 
(again paying the postage out to Australia) and 
away you go. | 

There are, however, a couple of problems 
which can affect the degree of satisfaction you 
might get from these arrangements. Firstly, 
the RAILWAY BOOK CLUB requires overseas customers 
to establish a credit with them before any books 
are sent, so you have to send some money first 
up (well that's no different really to the way 
in which most of us have dealt with traders in 
Britain in the past). After the first books 
are sent they will then accept charges to certain 
credit cards such as Visa. 
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The second 'snag' is 
Special arrangements, 


that unless you make 
you may be caught by the 
postal times. The scheme works by sending you 
each quarter, a copy of 'Platform' listing the 
books from which you must order at least one. 
If you do not do so by the end of the quarter, 
then automatically you will be sent the Editor's 
choice for that quarter. The problem is that 
'Platform' is sent sea mail coming with the book 
you have ordered and it can arrive after the end 
of the quarter and by then, the Editor's choice 
will be on its way to you! However, if you ask 
the Book Club and explain the reason for doing 
so, they will cancel the automatic dispatch of 


the Editor's choice and then you will be able 
to select any book from the quarter's offering, 
including the EC. 
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NEW MEMBER 


We warmly welcome new member Jim Gregg to 
the Branch, and we hope that Jim's membership 
will be both long and fruitful. 

Jim models narrow gauge prototypes in Gauge 1. 
You may have seen one of his freelance flat cars 
in the recent modelling competition, where he 
won the Best Scratchbuilt Rolling Stock category. 
We look forward to seeing Jim on his return from 
Europe very soon. 


HHH 
LAYOUT NOTES 


Haltwhistle-on-Tyne OO Layout 


The only work done of late on the Haltwhistle 
layout has been running repairs to the few point 
motors that have given problems. 

A substantial number of members have been 
using this layout recently to run their own stock 
and the Club's. stock. It is good to see the 
layout getting plenty of use, and, despite the 
usage, the layout seems to be performing quite 
reliably. 
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New N Gauge Layout 


At last we have got stuck in and cleared 
the N gauge room of most of the junk. By the 
time you read these notes, I confidently expect 
to have baseboard construction well under way 
(Stop Press - already underway). 

Come to the Clubrooms on any Club Projects 
or General Club Activities meeting days and get 
involved in this major Club project. You will 
almost certainly pick up a few ideas that may 
be of use on your own layout. 

I have received several proposed names for 
the layout. if you have any ideas on this, please 
let me know as soon as possible. 


HHH 
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Compact Layout 


The Committee is still interested in receiving 
Suggested track plans for a ‘compact’ layout as 
outlined in issues of 'The Branchline’. We are 
also looking for a member who would like to take 
on the construction of this layout. 
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Tram Layout 


I would be interested in receiving proposed 
plans for a portable, shelf type layout for use 
with the 0 scale trams that the Branch recently 
received from the estate of the late Broughton 


Boydell. 
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The last two layouts are seen as being long 


term projects at present, but I would appreciate 

some ideas on these in case it becomes necessary 
to revise our priorities. 

Simon Mead 

Layout Manager 


HER HH I EE 
PROGRAM 
APRIL 
1 Mon Silastic and Vacuum Moulding 


Graham Watson will show us how to mass produce 
parts for detailing and scratchbuilding models. 
Examples of the craft were to be seen on Graham's 
'Bindiup' at the last Exhibition. 


6 Sat 


10 Wed Simon's Slide Show 

Simon Mead will be showing some visual mater-— 
ial to supplement the word pictures he drew in 
the last issue of 'The Branchline' of his travels 
last year to the Eastern States and the items 
of railway and model railway interest which he 


General Club Activities 


Saw. 

15. Mon Timetable Operation at 'Haltwhistle-on- 
Tyne’ 

20 Sat Auction 


Following members' requests, we are intro- 
ducing a third auction to the program this year. 
It has been set down on a Saturday afternoon for 
the convenience .of members. Please give it your 
Support and bring along all your unwanted, but 
much loved model railway gear and/or cash. The 
Branch will take a 10% commission on all sales. 
If you have anything to sell, please try to get 
to the Clubrooms as early as possible on this 
afternoon, The rooms will be open from 1.30 pm 
for this purpose. Auction forms are available 
at the Clubrooms for a week or so before the 
auction - please try to fill yours in before you 
come to the Club on this afternoon. 


24 Wed General Club Activities 


29 Mon Club Projects Evening 


KEK KEKE KEKKH KEKE 


TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Mondays and Wednesdays - 8 pm 


Saturdays - 2 pm 


The rooms will be open at least 15 minutes 
before the starting time. All meetings will 
be held at the Clubrooms, upon Meltham Station, 
unless otherwise stated. 


KERR KEERE HEE HEHE H 
AROUND THE TRACKS 
Dy 


We saw another good turnout again for the 
following week's film night, when we were indeed 


fortunate to have ex-Scot Chris Paterson. on hand 


to translate the broad Scottish accent on the 
commentary of a film set in the Scottish Highlands 
in the 1950s. One or two old favourties were 
shown, including the excellent British Transport 
Commission film, 'Snow', describing the great 
freeze up of 1953, when the railways and the coun- 
try almost came to a halt (sorry, no pun intended). 
In spite of the moans and groans from members, 
well only one actually (no names, but he was editor 
this time last year), the film was well acclaimed 
and gave us all a ‘White Christmas’. Again, 
a pity the fan was not there to give appropriate 
effects. 


HEKEK KEKE 


©. 
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accident or by design that GWR colours were used? 
We now also have a ceiling fan installed to keep 
us a lot cooler in the summer months. 


KEKE KICK IEH 


We could have used the fan back in December, 
when the auction saw the Clubrooms packed to cap- 


acity. Although we got off to a slow start, 
83 lots were sold of the 154 lots submitted. With 
Our resident auctioneer, Ton Gray, in control, 


the bidding became almost hectic at times. 
HHH HHH 

For our Christmas BBQ, we were indebted to 
Simon Mead and his family for opening their home 
to us. A wonderful evening was had by those 
present and it was nice to see some new faces 
among the revellers. There was plenty of action 
on Simon's 'Ironhorse Pass' layout, with new loco 
crews eager for a chance of driving the trains. 


One or two new drivers found the gradients and 
curves of the narrow gauge (10.5 mm) good fun 
when their locomotives began to Slip violently 


on Placid Creek's spindly trestle bridge, situated 
on a sharp curve near a tunnel mouth. 

Later in the evening we were treated to video 
film of Simon's trip to the east and to some of 
Mrs Mead's lovely tea and cakes - mmm, lovely 
stuff! 

‘The Phantom Cake Scoffer' 


WHERE HEE 


STATION TALK 


Great Western modeller Paul Worsnop is hard 
at work completing his 00 gauge model of Helston, 
a GWR prototype branch terminus in Cornwall, set 
in the 1930's era, Paul has carefully researched 
the prototpye, gaining plans and much information 
of the buildings and track layout of Helston, 
Although some compromise is required to make good 
use of peco track and turnouts on the layout, 
almost everything will be in its rightful place. 
One of the projects in hand at the moment is the 
Signal box, the base of which has been cast in 
plaster and carefully scribed to give the correct 
brick effect. The signal box will only consist 
of an empty shell until after the 1985 Exhibition 
So that valuable time may be Spent elsewhere on 
the layout, although Paul does have plans to fully 
detail all his buildings at a later date. The 
roofs have been left removable for this future 
work, Motive power for the branch will be mainly 
44XX and 45XX 'Prairies' and one or two of the 
earlier pannier tanks, hauling the two B sets 
forming the passenger stock, just like the original 
Helston of the 30s. | 


KEKKK 


HE IA HIE HITE 


KEKE 


The winner of the Ossie Gully Cup at the 
Modelling Competition, John Watts has made a start 
on a layout to exhibit his beautiful prize-winning 
Welsh farmhouse (Tyddyn). A goodly number of 
models for the layout are already in his collec- 
tion, including 10 009 narrow gauge locomotives 
and also recent additions in the form of two very 
fine models of traction engines (purchased from 
a local model shop). As expected, the layout 
will have a distinctly Welsh flavour to it - a 
result of a stay in Wales where John, while at 
university there, developed his fondness for the 


area. This really does help if you are trying 
to produce a good model. My mind goes back at 
the point to John's winning farmhouse - do you 


remember all the subtle textures and colours recre< 
ating the stone walls and slate roofs so familiar 


many GWR layouts look LMS to me and vice verSa, 
but I look forward to seeing a little piece of 
Wales on John's layout. 


KEKE KREER 


One interesting items that has come to hand, 
and that is of some more Club members going into 
the modelling business to form 'Railwest Models’. 
It is hoped that their first kit, a Z class loco 
WAGR prototype will be available as a body kit, 
to suit the Mainline 03 chassis, at under $30 
before April. Further kits are planned for the 
future, including coaches and wagons to go with 
the Z in Sn34, So now is the time to seriously 
Start modelling WAGR prototypes and join the band 
of Sn33 modellers, now that there is some trade 


Support. May we all join in wishing 'Railwest 
Models' the same sort of success that another 
homespun concern, 'Pace Products’, has en joyed 
in recent times, 
Kevin Derrick 
HIE HHI HII HII 


ANSWERS TO THE TRAIN TEASERS 


] The two morning and evening business trains 
from Sydney that serve the area between Penrith 
and Mt Victoria. The name 'The Fish' was derived 
from Driver Heron who drove the train from the 
middle 1860s to about 1885. This name was cor- 
rupted to 'Herring’ and he became known as 'The 
Fish', In time his nickname became associated 
with the train. Later, to cope with increasing 
numbers of passengers, a second train was intro- 


duced and became officially recognised as 'The 
Chips’. Interurban electric trains have been 
Operated as 'The Fish' and 'The Chips' since 


15 September and 15 December 1958, respectively. 


2 Captain Hewitt Pearson Montague Beames was 
the successor to Charles John Bowen-Cooke on the 
London and North Western Railway. 


3 S class No S550 ‘Hardie’ 
Workshops on 10 November 1947, 
end of the beginning to some and the 
of the end' to others possibly. 


rolled out of the 
so spelling the 
‘beginning 


4 In May 1898, the Great Northern Railway intro- 
duced No 990 and named the loco 'Henry Oakley' 
after the then General Manager of the line. The 
loco remained in service until October 1937, when 
the LNER sensibly put 'her'/'him' aside for preser- 
vation. 


5 Allocated new to Cardiff Canton MPD in March 


1960 and withdrawn from Cardiff East Dock MPD 
in March 1965. Again the loco has been preserved. 
5 Because the H class are primarily shunting 
locomotives, their usage is recorded by engine 


hours between services and not in distance travel- 
led, as with mainline locomotives. Therefore, 
no record was kept. 


HRM MHKHH HAE HIE 


HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Railway Modeller for November. "Barlow.- a 


portable N scale layout, includes drawings of 
GNR and LNWR station and other railway buildings. 
Scratchbuilding a Johnson 4-2-2 Midland Railway. 
'Spinner', AEC railcars, photographs and proto- 


HHKKH 


type information. Detailing the Hornby B12. 
Further examples of bridges and tunnels. Part 2 
of the article on the Class 33. SR Maunsell 
Class W 2-6-4T, prototype information, drawings 


and photographs. 


KEE HEE 


AMRA Journal 


Page 58 No 165 , 
Se a EER SS AS SES SLE SESE SS I SSSI RO I SE SAS ES AS SS SS ES SS 


Railway Modeller for January. Improving and 


detailing the Hornby ‘Black Five' O gauge turn- 
table, manually operated auto control with working 
people. Constructing plate girder bridges. See 
the scenery and buildings on Abermynach. Building 
windmills. Colour photographs of more buildings 
by Mike Gill (see book review elsewhere in this 
issue). Super-scratchbuilding two narrow gauge 
locomotives. NER Raven Pacific locomotives, 
prototype information, photograph and drawings. 
Advance report on new products for 1985 - mouth- 
watering! 


KEKKH KEEEE 


Model Railway Constructor for October. 


Scratchbuilding a Mink F plus a Datafile with 
drawings and photograph. Building a layout No 
33 - Operations. Working inside valve gear. 
LNER locomotive portrait. Collectors corner 
the Tri-ang DMU. Class 20 Portfolio photographs 
and prototype information, test bench report on 
the Lima model, detailing the model. Calvine 
Viaduct (HR) drawings, photographs and information, 
building a model. 


KEEHEK KEKE 


Model Railway Constructor for November. 
Building the D&S Models Wisbech and Upwell tram 


coaches. Narrow gauge garden railway equipment - 
a review of who supplies what in RTR and kits, 
plus bits and pieces. Camra - the D&RG railway 
in model form. GWR livery styles. GWR designs 
and standard equipment, who makes it in model 
form and where to get it. Datafile - 20 ton 
tank wagon, drawings and information. Midland 
Division class 9 locomotives and traffic flows. 
GER signal box and loco shed buildings. 


HHH HHI 


Your Model Railway for November. The Stenn- 
ing kit for L&B 2-6-2T in 009 built and reviewed. 


Step-by-step build your layout, the baseboards 
for under £100. Zero 1 reviewed. Stewart Hine 
continues his articles on basic electrics. Bridge 
building, detail drawings, etc. Class 86 elec- 
trics detailing information. Converting the 
Lima Class 117 DMU into a class 125. Hints and 
tips on using Plasticard. A chassis from cast 


resin. 
; SHIEH Se 346364 
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HORTICULTURAL PAVILION: 


Alexandria Street | 
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SAT. Sam—-Spm 
SUN. 10am-Gpm 
NON. Sam-Gpm 


scale Model Trains for September. Converting 
the Bachmann Brill tramcar into a British Railways 
tramcar. Focus article on EMD E units. The 
Big Four colours 1939-1947. Detailing the Lima 
class 20. Modelling signal boxes. Portescap 
motors and small locomotives. The Greenbrier 


Line - structures. SMP Scaleway point kits. 
Starting in 18.83 mm - locomotives and stock. 
HHI HHH 
Railway Modeller for December. Building a 
‘Baby Deltic'’ from an Al models kit. Simple 
train detection and loop queuing. Micro-TOPS 


using a Sinclair ZX81 computer (includes the pro- 
gram). Irish narrow gauge prototype information, 

photographs, drawings - Part 1. More bridges 
and tunnels. LMS Class 2P 4-4-0 prototype infor- 
mation, photograph and drawings. 


HHI HHH 

Your Model Railway for December. Step—by- 

step building your layout, starting the scenery. 
More on Zero l. Broadgauge modelling. Detailing 


the Lima Intercity 125 models. Modelling civil 
engineering works. Scratchbuilding the  LNER 
D3 - the bodywork. A scratchbuilt timber yard. 
Catchpo's Workshop - roofing (and don't forget 
that the plural of ROOF is not ROOVES, but ROOFS! - 
Nonny). soldering made easy. 


HEKEE 


Railway World for October. The Cambridge 
'Beer' trains. Didcot before the Great Western 


KKH 


Society. Overseas steam scene (reports from 
a number of countries). Industrial railway pic- 
torial - the London area. Steamtown, Carnforth 


and its workshops. Back in the ‘Strong’ country 
(Strong's brewed cider in the West Country - Ed). 
Temple Mills Yard - 25 years on. 

CUHK 


FEE EERE EEE EI EEK EHR HHI KE 


TRADERS 
THIS SPACE COSTS. 


$24 FOR SIX ISSUES 


Advertisers to Supply artwork 


Contact the Advertising Manager 


QUEENSLAND 


Model Railway Exhibition 


Presented by The Australian Model Rzilway Assn. (Qid., Branch.) 
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